



Do something 
outlandish. 


Chances are you've been traveling by magazine most of your life. This one. for instance, 
can make you feel as though you've been places you've always dreamed about. But face it. 
they’re still dreams. We're talking about reality. The veldt. The Sahara. The Outback. The 
Pampas. The world that seems a million dollars away—but isn't. The fact is. you can 
have a 17-day tour from New York to Morocco and Kenya for as little as $999. We call it 
Pan Am Holiday 463. And it includes your round-trip Economy InclusiveTourfare. Hotels 
(double occupancy). A car with unlimited mileage for seven days in Morocco. Eight days in 
Nairobi, including a night at the famous Treetops Hotel. Tours through all 
kinds of bazaars, parks and animal preserves. Plus all tips and taxes. 

For a free folder with all the details, drop a note to Pan Am, Dept. 2583. 

P. 0. Box 2212, Boston, Mass. 02107. Or better yet. put down this am 

magazine and call your Pan Am®Travel Agent. Just tell him you're 
feeling outlandish. p an Am makes the going great. 
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What is ‘conversational prayer 1 ? How can you teach others 
to discover this wonderful source of inner strength and guid¬ 
ance? 

Rosalind Rinker’s newly-published book shows you how to 
pray and how to share with others ‘the art of praying.’ And 
you can receive TEACHING CONVERSATIONAL PRAYER—ab¬ 
solutely FREE—when you join FAITH/AT/WORK's growing 
family of subscribers. 

Whether you are new or experienced at leading prayer-groups 

— or are interested in expanding your own horizons of prayer 

— you will find Miss Rinker’s suggestions and ideas to be 
well-conceived and very usable. 

And it is because Rosalind Rinker's writing speaks to “the 
emerging church" that the editors of the new, enlarged FAITH/ 
AT/WORK have selected this, her eighth book, as your special 
gift for subscribing now. 

In FAITH/AT/WORK you will find articles and features of 
Christian significance by writers of many denominations . . . 
people like Keith Miller, Elton Trueblood, Bruce Larson, Helen 
Smith Shoemaker, Ken Chafin, Ben Campbell Johnson . . . 
men and women who ARE PART OF what is going on in today’s 
world, and who can discuss and analyze the implications in 
faithful terms for the laity. 

In every issue you will find articles about people like your¬ 
self, living their faith, and making a difference in this world. 

Enter your one-year subscription by using the coupon below. 
You will begin receiving FAITH/AT/WORK Magazine every 
other month, and your free copy of TEACHING CONVERSA¬ 
TIONAL PRAYER will be put in the mail to you. 


ROSALIND RINKER’S 
LATEST ROOK 
CAN RE YOURS... 



FAITH AT WORK Magazine 434040 

Box 1790, Dept. 434 Waco, Texas 76703 

Please enter my one-year subscription to the new, 
enlarged FAITH/AT/WORK Magazine (6 issues — 
$5.00) and send me my gift of TEACHING CONVER¬ 
SATIONAL PRAYER by Rosalind Rinker. 


Rev., Mr., Mrs., Miss. 
Address_ 


City_State_Zip_ 

□ $5.00 Payment Enclosed □ Please Bill Me 
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DITORIALVIEW 31,32 

"Expo '70 Calling," Paul S. Rees reviews his 45-year contact with 
pan and reports on Keswick conventions recently held there. In 
Silence' and 'Breakthrough,'" he contrasts two books—one by a 
panese and the other by an Australian. 


USING THE MEDIA: AN IMPERATIVE FOR THE 
CHURCH by Abe Thiessen 11 

Using modern technology to present Jesus Christ to the world is not 
an option, it is an imperative. 

"A DIVINE HAPPENING": THE ASBURY STORY 
by John T. Seamands 14 


RT/CLES 


Account of a revival which could not be contained by a college 
campus, but fanned out across the continent. 


UR UNSURPRISED GOD 
/ C. Richard Shumaker 6 

ie development of the media has been no accident, but a part of 
pel's plan to reach twentieth-century masses. 

0 MAGIC IN THE MEDIA 
/ Don K. Smith 8 

3 mass communications offer the best hope for reaching our world 
r Christ or is there another side of the picture? 
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Asbury College; page 28, Nationfoto. 


a look at this issue: communication 


> God is the supreme communicator, 
e speaks with no stammer. He has 
>oken to us by the prophets. John the 
aptist was called a voice. But God has 
'eeminently “spoken unto us by his 
Dn” (Heb. 1:2), who came “preaching 
e gospel of the kingdom of God” 
dark 1:14). The kingdom is one of 
ve and God’s love could not content 
self with a secondhand report—he 
tme to proclaim it himself. And he 
ime to embody it. 

Giving and sharing lie at the very 
art of Christianity. Communication is 
ius central, for by it truth is given and 
ared. Jesus Christ is the truth, and he 
also the living Word. God graciously 
>mmunicates to us also through the 


written Word by the Spirit of Christ. 

Throughout its history the Church 
has shared this gospel through such 
means of communication as preaching, 
individual witness, writing, and social 
work. With the arrival of the mass 
media, the church has faced and yet 
faces staggering opportunities for 
world-wide sharing of the gospel. In this 
issue of World Vision Magazine C. 
Richard Shumaker traces the develop¬ 
ment of the media with reference to 
evangelistic opportunity (p. 6). But the 
secular world has learned that effective 
tools do not guarantee effective com¬ 
munication. Don K. Smith cautions 


against excessive optimism and empha¬ 
sizes the need for localizing the mass 
media (p. 8). Abe Thiessen states the 
flat imperative of the church’s use of 
technology for global communication 
(p. 11). And John T. Seamands holds 
out hope for a world-wide impact as a 
result of the Asbury College awakening 
(p. 14). 

All the writers share in common with 
Isaiah and Paul the ultimate hope in 
communications: “.. . the earth shall be 
full of the knowledge of the Lord, as 
the waters cover the sea,” and “every 
tongue. . . confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 



. World Vision Magazine is published monthly by World Vision 
'ternational, a nonprofit religious corporation founded by Dr. Bob 
erce; Dr. W. Stanley Mooneyham, president. 

i While the editors are responsible for contents of World Vision 
agazine, viewpoints of authors are not necessarily those of the editors 
“World Vision International. 

i World Vision Magazine is a member of the Associated Church Press 
hd the Evangelical Press Association. Subscription rate $4 for one 
sar, $7 for two years, $9.50 for three years, $15 for five years. An 


additional dollar per year is charged on each subscription outside the 
United States and Canada. Single copy price is 40 cents. Special rate for 
missionaries: $4 per year, includes postage. Send all editorial 
correspondence, subscription information and changes of address to 
World Vision Magazine, 919 West Huntington Drive, Monrovia, 
California 91016. Please send change of address at least 60 days in 
advance of your moving date. Make sure to enclose an address label 
from a current copy along with your new address. Copyright 1970 by 
World Vision, Inc. Second Class postage paid at Monrovia, California. 
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ARE YOU READY 
FOR... 


4 



RAPTURE 

BIGGEST NEWS EVER.. 


All creation is now breathlessly awaiting that 
glorious RAPTURE Pat Boone proclaims in song. 


. . . Pat Boone's RAPTURE has been heralded 
as the greatest new religious record in 35 years 


You will thrill to hear the famous baritone (a 
descendant of Daniel Boone) sing “Mine eyes have 
seen the glory of the coming of the Lord . . with 
orchestra conducted by Paul Mickelson. Pat,his wife 
Shirley (daughter of the late recording artist, Red 
Foley) and their four daughters have been singing 
and witnessing in youth rallies and on many nation¬ 
wide broadcasts and telecasts. This album features 
favorites he has done—such as Down from His Glory, 
Someday-Sometime, He Touched Me, All He Wants is 
You, Face to Face, and many others. 


AVAILABLE ON LONG PLAY STEREO RECORDS ^ ,N THE POPULAR CASSETTES 


9 8 TRACK STEREO CARTRIDGES 

TWWMWWM? 

PAT BOONE ... LEADING GOLD 
RECORD AWARD WINNER! 

Pat Boone is one of the all time leaders in record sales. 
His songs have sold more than 50 million and already Pat 
has an unprecedented 13 gold records (each over a million 
sales) with RAPTURE on its way to number 14. Rapture 
is currently being featured at your favorite Record and 
Christian Bookstores. 

4pgj|| 

$ 

♦RESERVED FOR RAPTURE 


REEL TO REEL STEREO TAPES 


Tftis is your order form 

WORLD VISION MAGAZINE-0401 

919 W. Huntington Dr., Monrovia, Calif. 91016 

Please rush the following copies of Pat Boone's 
tapes and records: 

Quantity 


LP Stereo Record albums 
Cassettes 

8 Track Stereo Cartridges 


$4.98 ea. 

6.98 ea. 

7.98 ea. 


. Stereo Tape Reels 6.98 ea. 

Mail tnis order today and all postage will be free. 
□ Payment enclosed Q Send COD Q Please ship and 

bill me 

Name. 

Address. .... 

City... 

State.. .Zip. 

Order for your Christmas gift list also. 


This recording co-produced by BIBLE VOICE, INC. and SUPREME RECORDINGS 

















ffl American,. 
Affluence Redirected 



j Recently I was asked during a mis- 
onary convention: “If there is an 
digenous church, why then continue 
> send missionaries and money to the 
iission field? Nationals should be able 
support their own work and provide 
iie necessary personnel.” 

During the past decade, great empha- 
s has been placed on developing an 
1 digenous church in mission-land 
ountries. Missionaries have sought to 
quip and train national men and worn- 
1 to assume responsibility for every 
base of church activity. The primary 
nrden for initiating evangelistic pro- 
ams, nurturing believers to maturity 
id training indigenous leadership has 
aifted from missionary to national. 

The results of this approach are 
henomenal. In areas where emphasis 
as been placed on developing an indig- 
nous church, statistics indicate sub- 
antial church growth. Mission leaders 
jport that national pastors have ma- 
lred in spiritual dynamics and adminis- 
ative skills to provide the necessary 
ffective guidance for the church. 

The implications of this approach to 
lissions are extensive. The missionary 
imself has had to reevaluate his own 
linistry within the framework of the 
ational church. He has been forced to 
lentify himself and to restructure 
lany of his concepts. 

The American church is also having 
) determine how it can meaningfully 
articipate in this approach to missions. 

Many church members have been 
)ld that to give money outright to 
ationals or to their church will not 
elp in the development of the indig- 
nous church, but rather, stultify the 
ynamic of the young church. 

It is true that one of the basic tenets 
f the indigenous church is the youthful 


Calvin C. Ratz served as a missionary to 
Hong Kong under the Canadian As¬ 
semblies of God and is author of the 
book Under Mao’s Shadow. 

church assuming total responsibility for 
its own financial obligations. It has been 
adequately proven in practice, and cur¬ 
rent missionary journals substantiate the 
fact, that while an inflow of American 
funds may give the appearance of ad¬ 
vancement, it is a stilted growth, and 
the development of the church is prob¬ 
lem oriented. National pastors and 
churches can come to the place of 
dependence on foreign money. 

If giving money to the “have-nots” 
will not in reality help them, what is 
America to do with her wealth in 
attempting to project the gospel into 
every country and to every people? 

Americans must find a new place in 
missions. The technical ingenuity, the 
financial resources and, perhaps most 
importantly, the intangible spiritual her¬ 
itage of our churches must be harnessed 
to cooperate with the development of 
the world-wide church. The fledgling 
churches in mission-land countries must 
not be abandoned. 

The emergence of an indigenous 
church in any country does not mean 
that the church is large. In many coun¬ 
tries, leadership is in the hands of 
nationals but the pastors and evangelists 
are swamped with so many oppor¬ 
tunities that they cannot accept them 
all. 

The dilemma facing many mission 
leaders is how to aid the young church 
with both finances and personnel in 
such a way that the youthful church 
will not be harmed. Emerging churches 
have genuine needs. How do we give 
from our abundance to eliminate these 
needs and still produce a mature, stable 
church? 

The existence of an indigenous 
church does not mean the missionary is 
finished. Missionaries still need to be 
equipped and sent. The presence of a 
conscientious missionary will enhance 
the development of national leadership, 
regardless of the condition of the young 
church. Men, not machines are still the 
key to missions. 



pi€C€ 

of mind 


Mission-land Bible colleges and semi¬ 
naries need to be subsidized. Adequate 
facilities are expensive. They are the key 
to training national leadership. Funds 
wisely channeled into this area will not 
damage the young church. 

Literature is costly and too large a 
burden for the young church. It is one 
thing for a church to support its pastor 
and pay for its buildings. But to pro¬ 
duce attractive gospel literature that is 
pungent and relevant, and in sufficient 
quantities is beyond the scope of most 
developing groups of believers. Adver¬ 
tising is not practical in most mis¬ 
sion-land publications. 

Radio and television are too costly 
for national churches to carry in their 
budgets. There cannot be the financial 
appeal or feedback that characterizes 
the gospel programming in the United 
States and Canada. Yet, radio and tele¬ 
vision may be the best, if not the only 
way, of penetrating the congested cities 
and sparsely settled rural areas. 

Construction costs for buildings are 
prohibitive in some countries and to 
embark on new building programs, par¬ 
ticularly in a city, is impossible for 
nationals. Land is scarce and building 
codes often require a specified mini¬ 
mum amount of money to be spent on 
the building. 

Perhaps in the long run, the church 
could pay for the new building. But 
young churches find it difficult to raise 
necessary capital and when they do 
obtain loans, interest rates are exor¬ 
bitant. 

One way of helping the young 
church is to establish a revolving loan 
fund for the developing churches. The 
loan, unlike a gift, expresses confidence. 
It gives respect to the relationship be¬ 
tween national and missionary. 

The Macedonian still beckons. His 
needs demand from us meaningful par¬ 
ticipation and activated commitment. 
We can help the indigenous church 
without damaging it. We must remem¬ 
ber that we are brothers not fathers. 
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OUR 

UNSURPRISED GOD 


by C . Richard Shumaker !Not as the astronaut far out in space! But as the incarnat 

face-to-face GOD, he is concerned with all living humanity. H 
views our world not as a cold mass of hard, distant rock, but a 
a warm mass of individual persons in Hong Kong, Nairob 
Lagos, and Chicago-humanity that gropes for meaning an 
fullness of life. Our unsurprised God meets the need of th 
world’s 3 l /i billion people. 

Unto the church he has given the job of bannering th 
headlines that the Son of God came to the planet called eartl 


C. Richard Shumaker is literature coordinator for Evangelic 
Literature Overseas in Africa. 











History Has Not Caught 
ts Author Unawares- He Has 
Provided the Media 
or Reaching Our World 


id communicating the great message of the Cross and the 
^surrection. Nearly 3 l A billion people living on this golf 
1-size globe need to hear. Though none are outside the 
•nee and grace of God, many seem outside the go-power of 
p church. 

It’s not a small task, and it’s right that we ask how it can be 
ne. How does God intend that so few can reach so many? 
What HE commands us to do, he enables us to do! The 
pulation explosion does not make the good news impossible 
be communicated or unneeded. History has not caught its 
thor by surprise. He has prepared well for this moment in 
ne. He has set before his church the means of reaching the 
iole world with the whole Word. The Lord prepared for 
70 as far back as the fifteenth century. 

In the early 1400’s a German worked feverishly with a 
•tal alphabet. He invented a type mold that would cast 
iform, movable letters. Johannes Gutenberg was part of 
)d’s provision for the 1900’s. With the discovery of movable 
oe 30,000 different titles were printed in the first 50 years. 
)d had provided his first means of reaching a bulging society. 
ie birth of Christian publishing was at hand. 

By the 1800’s Faraday and Henry were experimenting with 
ctro-magnets, currents and waves. On April 18, 1899, a 
ak signal was picked up on England’s shore from the 
>odwin Sands Lightship. “Heavy seas have torn away our 
ickhouse, save our ship.” Emergency wireless called for help 
lich arrived in time to prevent the loss of life. Radio became 
neans of men finding salvation. Christian radio opportunity 
s born. Marconi had presented us with one of God’s means 
reaching multitudes for Christ. 

During those same years, at the request of Governor 
anford of California, Edward Mybridge was challenged to 
otograph running horses. With 24 cameras placed in a row 
put a string from each shutter across the path of the 
nning horse. As the horse was whipped and went running by, 
composite picture was taken by 24 cameras. 

Meanwhile Edison and Eastman were testing celluloid strips 
th pictures in consecutive action. In 1896 the first public 
owing took place in New York. As the rolling waves of the 
ean came on the screen, the people on the front row moved 
t to keep from getting wet. Thus was born a third means of 
iss communication. The Christian film industry became a 
ssibility. 


Using the same principles as radio, the ways to ear gate and 
eye gate were joined in the early 1920’s into one machine. 
This new-found means of communication, television, could 
not be developed until after World War II. But God had 
provided his fourth means of communicating to the world’s 
seven billion world population in the year 2000. Christian 
television is only in its earliest stages but some day it must 
become God’s missionary tool for world-wide evangelism. 

It is significant that one mission in Africa has already been 
approached by a government television station with the 
request that they begin programming. The government offers 
to purchase the film and pay development costs if the mission 
will produce a series of Christian TV programs for viewing 
across Africa. 

One magazine reports: 

Mt. Margaret does not look as if it had any connection 
with the space age. Located in the middle of the Rift 
Valley , it isn y t even worthy of being called a mountain. Yet 
here in full view of the squat Masai villages and herds of 
inquisitive giraffe, is being built an installation that will link 
Kenya with the rest of the world. A 97 foot reflector will 
be aimed at Satellite Intelsat III positioned 23,000 miles in 
space. Soon it will be possible to dial New York direct. Full 
color television will come to East Africa over 20 channels. 
The questions remain: Does Christian leadership recognize 
the priority of these four tools as God’s means of reaching the 
multitudes? Do Christian young people see the challenge of 
these four career opportunities as areas of service for their 
generation? Do Christian institutions plan mass communica¬ 
tion courses for tomorrow’s witness in tomorrow’s world? Will 
the church involve itself seriously, in a financially committed 
way to the utilization of these four media? 

If some one feels impelled to lift up holy hands and shout, 
“These are tools of the devil,” may we say indeed they are! 
They have been provided in God’s economy for use by 
anyone. Meanwhile the devil continues to have great success in 
winning the world while the church makes up its mind. 

God loves the world’s billions of people-fearful, thirsty, 
uncertain, and searching people. He loved them so much that 
he gave his Son. He still loves them and has placed in our 
hands the opportunities of Christian literature, Christian radio, 
Christian films and Christian television. What we do with our 
hands really counts. vw 
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by Don K. Smith “It is impressive to quote the number c 

nations we are reaching, or the number c 
languages we are using. But the peculii 
demands that mass communications impose-, 
we are to utilize them effectively to wi 
men to Christ—mean that they should b 
primarily locally oriented. 
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D 

I Vepeatedly we are told that mass 
communications offer the best hope for 
fully obeying our Lord’s command to 
“tell every creature.” We are told in a 
variety of ways that when we utilize 
mass communications we can evangelize 
the world. 

“I am convinced,” it is often said, 
“that this use of the media is the best 
and most economical way to reach 
people for Christ.” 

“In twenty years, the population will 
have doubled. Christians are constantly 
decreasing in percentage of the world’s 
population. Only the use of mass com¬ 
munications will alter this trend.” 

“If we don’t utilize the mass media, 
the Communists will.” 

These things may all be true. But 
they are not the complete truth. They 
overlook some important characteristics 
of the mass media. 


Don K. Smith is director of communi¬ 
cations research for Daystar Com¬ 
munications . 


Mass communications 
reinforce existing opinion. 

One of the best established fa< 
about mass communication is its re 
forcement, or polarization effect. 

Some major changes do occur, a 
under particular conditions the chan£ 
may be widespread. But in norn 
circumstances, change of attitude is t 
rarest result of mass communicatioi 
Joseph Klapper comments, “Persuasi 
mass communication normally tends 
serve far more heavily in the interests 
reinforcement and of minor change.” 

Anyone can prove by illustrate 
that conversion to Christ can resi 
from the use of mass communicatioi 
But have we evaluated the true efft 
tiveness of the way in which we u 
mass communications? Have we cc 
sidered the possibility that indiscrir 
nate spread of the words of Christiani 
may have the opposite effect from th 
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|ich we see? For every illustration of 
aversion, how many illustrations of 
jftagonism created by our presentations 
we not know? 


What kind of changes 
do mass communications 
bring about? 

ip Many ideas have been put forward to 
nket areas, even the world, with 
i4io, with literature, with television, by 
| use of satellites and elaborate pro¬ 
claiming techniques. These ideas are 
od, perhaps even excellent, but they 
i: not guarantee evangelism, and they 
|y not even approach the basic task of 
bngelism. 

i The media greatly increase the flow 
information, bringing isolated 
loples into the flow of national and 
)rld affairs. But increasing the flow of 
iristian communications may merely 
ike the audience more resistant, more 
Use to our basic message, 
i There is at times an almost magical 
^roach to our evangelistic efforts 
rough mass communications. We as- 
ne that because we have added the 
ht content that far-reaching results 
p be expected through mass com- 
inications. We insert a pattern of 
•rds into a society and then confi- 
fitly wait for many to believe in 
irist. Some do respond in the way we 
•iticipate, and we consider them suf- 
lient evidence of fruitfulness to re- 
mble our efforts to spread the pattern 
' words that we call the gospel. 

11 would suggest that this semi-mag- 

t utilization of the mass media is not 
munication at all. It assumes that 
Truth is an inanimate set of facts 
can be shipped to people via the 
5 media. A presentation of a set of 
5 to a huge audience is not com- 
icating Christ, even if the words are 
odox. Even if a good portion of 
lit audience recalls the words, and 
m repeats the words, that is no 


guarantee that true Christian communi¬ 
cation has occurred. 

The primary change we want is not 
social change, but a change in man’s 
relation to God. Conventional use of 
mass communications, however, may 
only stimulate social change, leaving the 
heart untouched and Christ unknown. 

The audience may 
merely listen passively and 
not become involved. 

Christian communication is a process 
demanding some reaction, some involve¬ 
ment by the listener. 

In Marshall McLuhan’s terms, a 
“cool” medium is required—one in 
which there is considerable exchange 
between the one giving the message and 
the one receiving the message. 

If Christian mass communications 
are to be effective, they must proceed 
from a basic one-to-one encounter with 
Jesus Christ, through one of his wit¬ 
nesses. Mass communications cannot be 
useful tools in Christian witness when 
they are consciously or unconsciously a 
substitute for a personal witness to 
individuals. 

Mass communications are useful 
tools of evangelism only when involve¬ 
ment is part of the process. Imparting 
and learning facts is not involvement, 
and we do not seek merely to impart 
the facts of Christianity. We seek the 
involvement and commitment of indi¬ 
viduals to Jesus Christ. 

4 The immense coverage 

of mass media can be 
its own downfall. 

Modern mass communications can 
cover a fantastic area, geographically. A 
dozen tribes, or a hundred, may be 
within range of a powerful radio station. 
A mass circulation magazine may circu¬ 
late in twenty or thirty nations. The 


diversity in this audience is difficult to 
imagine. And that is precisely why mass 
communication can easily fail at its 
point of greatest potential strength. 

Culture is the screening device 
through which messages may pass. They 
may be eliminated, or altered, and only 
occasionally passed through the cultural 
screen intact. This fact of culture must 
be constantly remembered. All users of 
mass communications must be aware 
that the wider the coverage of the 
media, the greater the differences within 
the intended audience. 

When men within the same culture 
communicate, it is usually successful 
because they share a common cultural 
framework. But when men who have 
derived their meanings from different 
cultural experiences try to communi¬ 
cate, misunderstanding is common. 

If we forget the absolute necessity of 
making our Christian communications 
culturally intelligible, we are naive. We 
default on the great commission despite 
the vastness of our supposed audience. 

WILL MASS COMMUNICATIONS 
EVER WORK? 

In certain conditions, mass com¬ 
munications can be tremendously use¬ 
ful. When people are dissatisfied with 
their present situation, they are much 
more open to receiving messages that 
call for personal and group change—such 
as the message of Jesus Christ that 
demands a total reorientation of life. 
People in nation after nation are dissat¬ 
isfied. Can we use mass communications 
to bring them the supreme message of 
change, the gospel? 

Yes, provided we use the media 
cautiously, not carelessly. Provided we 
use the media appropriately and not 
thoughtlessly. Provided we seek involve¬ 
ment and not passive acceptance of our 
words. Provided we use coordinated, 
multiple channels to reach people and 
not exclusively emphasize our particular 
media enthusiasm. And provided we are 
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NO MAGIC 
IN THE MEDIA 

continued 


extending a personal witness and not 
using the media as a substitute witness. 

To best achieve these standards, 1 
believe our use of the mass media must 
be locally oriented and not nationally or 
internationally oriented. It is much 
more impressive to quote the number of 
nations we are reaching, or the number 
of languages we are using. But the 
peculiar demands that mass communi¬ 
cations impose (if we are to utilize them 
effectively to win men to Christ), mean 
that they should be primarily locally 
oriented. 

What is meant by local? Basically, it 
means the area or group of people 
where all forms of communication flow 
easily and normally. It means the group 
of people that share common cultural 
patterns and that share common expe¬ 
riences. It may refer to an entire nation 
of millions of people in some instances. 
In other instances, three, six, or twelve 
different “local” groups exist within 
that nation. 

Localized media make possible feed¬ 
back from the audience in a much more 
representative manner, much more 
quickly and thus more usefully, than is 
possible with national or international 
media. 

Media in developing nations have 
special need to keep close contact with 
their audiences. The audiences are 
changing rapidly, and the media must 
change rapidly as well. There is no 
tradition to guide the use of media in 
developing nations and without 
two-way communication we will be 
highly inefficient at the best. 

The Christian communicator who 
plans for feedback has many devices 
available-if the media are locally-ori¬ 
ented. He can go to the villages and 


city gathering places, and seek inter¬ 
views on current goals and problems. 
Opinions of the “man in the street” can 
be sought and used. Forums can be 
made up of typical audience members. 
Local speakers can be used for broad¬ 
casts or articles. Encouragement, pos¬ 
sibly even rewards, can be given to 
letters to the editor. Discussion groups 
centering around specific program or 
article content have been used with 
considerable success in several countries. 

Evangelism of a nation, and changing 
its people’s habits of mind, is less 
dependent upon increased investment in 
the modern urbanized trappings of mass 
media than it is upon establishing lo¬ 
cally-based media systems that are ad¬ 
justed to their specific audience and to 
the existing national media. 

This may lead to apparently very 
unsophisticated papers, magazines, TV, 
and radio programs. Sophistication, 
communicators must remember, is of 
value only if it aids in communication. 

In transitional societies old values are 
dysfunctional, the people want change, 
and are searching for the best and 
quickest way to change. Attitude for¬ 
mation is a large part of this change. 
The people are confronted with new 
experiences, new opportunities, new 
choices, and are perplexed to know how 
to react. The media are often con¬ 
sciously used to learn the most satis¬ 
factory way to react, and what attitudes 
and beliefs will now be functional. It is 
therefore to be expected that the mass 
media will have a much greater impact 
in these societies than in modern soci¬ 
eties. 

Locally-oriented media are needed 
for each sub-society within the nation. 
As the local media develop, they will 
keep in contact with each other, sharing 
news and information. Over a period of 
time the local communication network 
will be thus extended to cover the entire 
nation, and perhaps beyond. Then is the 
time to consider continent-spanning 
Christian communication projects. 


"Mass communications reinforce 
existing opinion. Can we use ther 
to bring the supreme message of 
change , the gospel ? Yes , pro video 
we use the media appropriately 1 
and not thoughtlessly ." 





USING THE MEDIA: 

AN IMPERATIVE FOR THE CHURCH 


"Using modern technology to present Jesus 
Christ to our world is not an option for 
the church, it is an imperative. The molding 
force of mass media upon the minds and 
hearts of people is enormous." 

by Abe Thiessen 


Science and technology are reshaping 
* world before our eyes. Dramatic 
/elopments appear almost daily. Elec- 
nic communication is now our way 
life. And it has brought with it a 
narkable knowledge explosion. Half 
what we now know is obsolete, and 
f of what we need to know is yet to 
discovered. 

Much has been said about the rapid 
i radical changes of our times; but 


be Thiessen is executive director of 
ternational Christian Broadcasters. 


what can be said about the rapid and 
radical changes in the church and its 
outreach? 

Society seldom discerns the great 
crises of its time. The sack of Rome, 
and the invasion of the barbarians was 
not seen as the last act of a long drama 
by that generation. The rise of Islam did 
not preoccupy the scholars and politi¬ 
cians of that time. The new insights of 
Einstein did not electrify the masses of 
the past generation. We too are in 
danger of living through the dynamic 
changes of our time without recognizing 
their significance. 


Reaching the world via the mar¬ 
velous tools God has given is the chal¬ 
lenge confronting the church in the 
seventies. The dazzling developments of 
tomorrow are not a part of some far-off 
age of fantasy. They are the tools of 
evangelism that offer the church unprec¬ 
edented potential for presenting the Son 
of God to every man in our time. 

Computers, the data bank, electronic 
education, communications centers 
wired for sight and sound are today’s 
avenues for the gospel. 

Using modern technology to present 
Jesus Christ to our world is not an 
option for the church, it is an impera¬ 
tive. The molding force of mass media 
upon the minds and hearts of people is 
enormous. To fall behind the times and 
not use the means commensurate with 
the task is like using a teaspoon to build 
a freeway. This is functional im¬ 
propriety. 

The proper use of television is one of 
the pressing challenges facing the 
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rather than the horizontal straight line 
of the print medium. Verbalizing tech 
niques are actually being threatened am 
may be quite inadequate to com 
municate to the upcoming generation 
This means that the church simply mus 
be prepared to communicate in these 
terms. 

Even in developing nations this is < 
factor. India has embarked upon z 
program that may make her the firs 
major country to leap over local tele 
vision expansion directly into satellite 
television transmission. 

No doubt it could be said that the 
church’s missionary endeavors since the 
time of William Carey have in some 
areas become sophisticated and wel 
developed. For this we praise God anc 
rejoice. At the same time we mus 
recognize that we also have seriou: 
problems. 

If there is anything that characterize! 
the Protestant church today it is prolif 
eration and competition. Hard line: 
have been drawn at home and abroad 
We have become so accustomed to thes< 
divisions and the resulting overlap tha 
we give little thought to this constan 
violation of the principles of sounc 
stewardship. 

In Japan, for example, there are 
more than ninety missions with lese 
than 10 missionaries each—this in addi 
tion to all of the larger missions. In the 
little island country of Taiwan there are 
71 missions with less than 10 mission 
aries each. In the city of Beirut, Leba 
non, there are 81 mission organizations 
18 of which center around correspon 
dence course ministries. 

These examples merely illustrate the 
problem. The church is greatly weak 
ened and its testimony hindered by this 
practice, and certainly she cannot afford 
it. Much greater cooperation and coor¬ 
dination within the church is an urgent 
matter. 

Further, we have developed a pecu- 


USING 

THE MEDIA: 

continued 


Electronic education plays a strategic part 
in today’s learning process. 


church. Too many are dodging the issue 
by saying it’s too expensive. If this were 
the case we would have to conclude that 
for the first time in history God has 
brought upon the scene a tool that he 
can’t afford to use. It is to our shame 
that we have not made better use of this 
magnificent vehicle for communicating 
Christ. 

Not only must the church utilize the 
methods and the means that God gives 
for our times, but she must be sure to 
speak the message in terms that com¬ 
municate. 

The secular man, and even more 
particularly the young people, in our 
society are not listening to the message 


presented in the old way. There’s 
nothing sacred about the way we have 
been saying it—so let’s say it in a way 
that actually gets through. Let us risk 
some of the criticism that the Master 
himself received when he became in¬ 
volved with the secular world of his day. 
We must be relevant. We must recognize 
that language and idioms change, 
thought forms change and sounds in 
music change—even though our message 
does not. 

In this connection we must remem¬ 
ber that the new generation is being 
educated more and more through elec¬ 
tronic information. Television contrib¬ 
utes to the “image” thought pattern, 
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the role and the relationship of the 
various means at the church’s disposal. 
What is the proper use of the new 
technology? Also, how can we cope 
with materialism, and with current 
powerful ideologies? What do we do 
with regard to “closed” areas, and 
changing government policies? How do 
we go about recruiting and training 
qualified personnel for the task? How 
do we secure adequate financing? We 
shall need keen spiritual discernment 
and Godly wisdom. 

High on our list of priorities must be 
a program to inform and to educate the 
church. God cannot act upon unin¬ 
formed minds and hearts. We have to 
look realistically at our world as it is, 
not as we wish it were. Too many fail to 
understand the meaning of the events of 
our time, as well as the application of 
the developments of our time. 

Certainly our theology of mission 
needs to be articulated. Any coherent 
church action must have a solid theo¬ 
logical foundation. It is here that we 
find the content of God’s will and 
specific guidance for our plan of action. 
Our dependence is not upon tech¬ 


The invention of the computer 
has brought with it 

endless possibilities for modern technology. 


nology. We merely take advantage of it. 

It is a means to the end. 

Extremely important to incisive 
planning and strategic action is accurate 
information. This requires research of a 
professional nature. Surely we do not 
believe that our ministries are so impor¬ 
tant and so lofty that God will bless 
them in spite of bad planning, manage¬ 
ment and stewardship. “Be not slothful 
in business” includes God’s business, the 
most important business on earth. Let 
us therefore obtain in scientific manner 
all the necessary data, properly evaluate 
it, and under the Holy Spirit’s guidance 
arrive at the correct conclusions. This 
can form a sound basis for decisions and 
plans to effectively do our task. 

A disturbing note is sounded by 
those who insist that there is no need 
for any great change in the church and 
its outreach. But the materialistic so¬ 
ciety of the seventies, and the tech¬ 
nology that continues to shape it, will 
not tolerate traditionalism or retreat 13 
from the revolutionary future. The 
church has the opportunity to take the 
initiative. Upon her response depends 
her status for the seventies. &St 


Ir parochialism, a group orientation, 
think in terms of “we,” “us,” and 

I irs.” We are also provincial, that is 
a-oriented because we think in terms 
Ethiopia, or Japan, or Peru. We seem 
'f have lost our Lord’s “world” view. 
§ need to develop a global concept 
jd concern. Scripture makes it plain 

[ t ours is a global responsibility, 
tainly the gospel demands, and 
ay’s media, by their very nature, 
lijuire global thinking. 

We might well redefine the task of 
11 church for the seventies. What do 
mean by “evangelize the world?” It 
: tears that many of us have a “reap 
It harvest” complex. Should we not 
[e time to prepare the ground for 

I nting? What is the place of sowing 
seed of the gospel? What is involved 
cultivating, and making fertile, and 
tering, so that a proper harvest can be 
)ected? Just what is the task? 

Careful consideration must be given 
I the logistics of this task. It involves 

1 understanding of people prob- 
is—3% billion of them. 

What is a workable strategy for our 
le? To actually accomplish the task 
fore the church we must understand 


have made the whole world 
an instant audience. 


x, X 





















"What began as a routine chapel service that 
February morning turned out to be the longest 
and perhaps the most significant chapel service 
in the eighty-year history of Asbury College." 


“A DIVINE 
HAPPENING” 
THE ASBURY 
STORY 


by John T. Seamands 


■ ou simply wouldn’t believe what’: 
happening at the college,” exclaimec 
our daughter, Sandy, excitedly, as sht 
flung her coat on a chair. “I want to ea' 
lunch in a hurry and go back. I can’i 
stay away!” 

“Just what is happening?” we asked 
“You’re half an hour late.” 

My wife and I listened eagerly as 
Sandy, a sophomore in Asbury College 
told the story. 

That morning the student body hac 
filed into Hughes Auditorium for the 
regular 10:00 a.m. chapel service. In 
stead of the usual song, prayer anc 
sermon, the period was given over tc 
voluntary testimonies. Anyone who sc 
desired could stand and relate to his 
college-mates what God had done foi 
him. As several students witnessed tc 
fresh, personal encounters with Jesus 
Christ, others began to recognize the 
spiritual needs in their own lives. Ar 
unusual awareness of God’s presence 
prevailed throughout the entire audi 
ence. 

It soon became evident that the 
service was an extraordinary one. Fif 
teen minutes before the end of the 
chapel period one of the professors 
walked up on the platform and ex 
pressed a feeling that opportunity 
should be given for prayer at the altar 
Immediately a number of students re 
sponded; soon afterward others fol 
lowed. By now the atmosphere was 
electrified. There was a spirit of expec 
tancy in the air. 

As the students found spiritual vie 
tory at the altar, many of them went uf 
to the pulpit and used the microphone 
to express their praise to God for his 
forgiveness and grace. Some made oper 
confession of their sin and hypocrisy 
others confessed hidden feelings of re 
sentment and hostility; still others 
expressed their new-felt joy througl 
song. Here and there throughout thf 


John T. Seamands is professor of mis 
sions at Asbury Theological Seminary 
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Iditorium there were tender scenes of 
bonciliation as old enmities were 
felted away by the fervent love of God. 
I What began as a routine chapel ser- 
be on that February morning turned 
it to be the longest and perhaps the 
bst significant chapel service in the 
ghty-year history of Asbury College. It 
fded exactly one week later. Mean- 
jiile all classes were canceled and 
jughes Auditorium continued to be the 
nter of activity. By the second 
prning the revival had crossed the 
reet to its sister institution, Asbury 
Geological Seminary. Townspeople 
3m Wilmore were starting to attend, 
d visitors from other states were 
^ginning to arrive. During the hours of 
ylight as many as 1200 persons 
thered in the auditorium; during the 
ght hours there were never less than 
) to 75 people present. On Sunday the 
tendance grew to 1500. All during 


these days there was no preaching—only 
praying at the altar, singing, and wit¬ 
nessing. 

Soon news of the “marathon revival” 
began to spread throughout Kentucky 
and across the nation. The Lexington 
Leader and Louisville Times both car¬ 
ried front-page reports. Station WLEX 
of Lexington ran a three-minute film 
clip on the revival during its evening 
telecast. Newsman Bill Thompson intro¬ 
duced the report by commenting that 
nothing in his 34 years of newscasting 
had impressed him as much as the 
Asbury story. By the weekend the 
revival movement had spread to more 
than twenty college campuses and hun¬ 
dreds of churches as over 600 college 
and seminary students fanned out across 
the states and even into Canada to tell 
of the Asbury revival and witness for 
Christ. 

As one looks back over the events of 


the past few weeks, one thing stands out 
clearly. That is the “given-ness” of this 
revival movement. Though there are 
evidences of certain human factors that 
prepared the soil for revival, namely, the 
spirit of prayer and expectant faith in 
the hearts of a concerned nucleus of 
Christian young people, this revival was 
definitely not the result of human ma¬ 
nipulation. It was a “divine happening.” 
God acted sovereignly and graciously. 
Most of us were taken by surprise. Even 
outside visitors and secular newsmen 
who came to observe the event said in 
awe, “This is God’s doing!” 

What was God’s purpose in all this? 
Was he trying to say something to us as 
a people? 

I believe there is something signifi¬ 
cant about the timing of this revival. 
The decade of the sixties was an explo¬ 
sive decade. It was a period of violence, 
with strikes, demonstrations, riots, 
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THE ASBURY STORY 

con tin lied 

burnings, and assassinations. It was a 
sordid decade, obsessed with the bizarre 
and unseemly, when situation ethics and 
free-love held sway. It was a period of 
racial animosity, characterized by white 
prejudice and black power. The close of 
the decade left us exhausted, frustrated 
and despondent. Was there any hope for 
the future? 

Then suddenly, at the dawning of 
the seventies, God stepped into the 
picture. He visited his people. He dem¬ 
onstrated his power. He poured out his 
love. True, he manifested himself only 
to isolated portions of the country, but 
is God trying to press home a point to 
the entire nation? Is he trying to tell us 
that we have tried every way but the 
right way, that he has a way to lead us 
out of our mess? I have a strange feeling 
that he is. 

It is breathtaking to analyze the 
characteristics of this God-given revival. 

A youth revival. Many of the young 
people of our land are in trouble. They 
have given themselves to demonstrations 
and violence, to booze and pot, to crime 
and sex. For them life has no meaning, 
the future no hope. Then suddenly God 
became real to a group of college young 
people. They found a new purpose in 
life, a new joy in living. Fired with fresh 
enthusiasm, they committed themselves 
to a cause far beyond their own re¬ 
sources. 

I heard a student in Indiana say to a 
large congregation, “It’s really groovy to 
be high on the Lord, to be tanked up 
with the Holy Spirit. It’s great, man, it’s 
great!” Several young people who had 
become enslaved by drugs and pills 


"Could it be that God is trying to 
teach us that the only answer to 
our racial strife, the generation gap , 
our national divisions, is love—his 
divine love operating within us?" 


found glorious deliverance through the 
power of the Holy Spirit. One of these 
was 20-year-old Gary Montgomery, 
student from Miami, Florida. Giving his 
testimony to a news reporter of the 
Louisville Courier-Journal, he said: “1 
had taken trips on everything before 
coming here. Drugs, sex, booze, gam¬ 
bling, everything. I was smoking joints 
(marijuana) like they were going out of 
style. Now I don’t need to get ‘high’on 
drugs or booze. With drugs you get 
‘high’ and then come down hard. With 
Christ, I’m going to try to stay on an 
even keel and try to get all my friends 
to do the same.” 

Through the revival was God trying 
to teach us that he has the answer to 
youth’s problems of today? 

An ethical revival. During the past 
decade we witnessed an appalling moral 


sag in our nation, a decline in bas< 
integrity and in common decency. \ty 
heard much about the “credibility gap 
and “situation ethics.” The doubl 
standard was in vogue; divorce reachei 
an all-time high mark. 

The revival produced a renewal q 
Christian ethics. Students confessed t! 
turning in false reading reports. Sorn 
husbands confessed to cheating on the: 
wives. Several employees made restiti 
tion for stolen articles. I heard on 
young man say, as he arose from th 
altar, “This commitment is going to cos 
me several hundred dollars. I must se 
things right.” The editor of a newspape 
in an Indiana city told the congregatio 
that he would no longer accept advei 
tisements for X-rated movies. 

A certain congregation will probabl; 
never forget the confession of a man i* 
his mid-fifties, who stood before th 






rophone and said, “1 have been an 
ve church member for years. I have 
^cted many summer youth camps, 
i I’ve been a phony.” Then he went 
to relate how in the new reorgani- 
on of schools in the city, he had 
in so hostile to some members of the 
bo| board that out of spite he had 
;ed dead skunks in their mailboxes 
. smeared red paint on their drive¬ 
rs. When the Holy Spirit convicted 
1 of his meanness, he went to each 
■ of the homes and confessed that he 
; the culprit. In the first home the 
srly couple broke down and wept. In 
second home, the husband said 
rily, ”1 threatened to shoot the man 
1 ever found him out. I feel like 
oting you now.” Later he mellowed 
l expressed admiration for the man’s 
irage in confessing. 

The answer to our moral problem is 
nd in the holiness of God and the 
isforming power of Jesus Christ. 

A revival of love. How much bitter- 
s, hatred, and violence we witnessed 
the decade of the sixties, between 
Dves” and “hawks,” blacks and 
ites, student body and administra- 
n, labor and management. It was the 
:ade of the clenched fist and the 
irp tongue. 

The secular newspapers spoke of the 
bury revival as a great “love-in.” They 
re right. God gave us a new baptism 
love. Resentments were exposed, 
busies cleansed; hostilities melted 
ay. As people were reconciled to 
d, they were reconciled to their 
low-man. It was a common sight to 
: someone stand in the congregation. 
1 out the name of a person seated 
ire, ask forgiveness, and then to see 
i two meet in the aisle and embrace, 
ten husbands and wives, holding 
nds, walked down the aisle and knelt 
aether at the altar, & or stood behind 
e pulpit, with arms around each other, 
d spoke of their new-found love for 
)d and for one another. I saw a most 
autiful sight when I peeked into the 
ninary chapel late one afternoon. The 
ws were empty, but the altar was 


filled with young married couples 
kneeling together in prayer and jointly 
making a new commitment to God. 

This was no sentimental emotion or 
momentary effervescence. This was the 
“love of God poured into our hearts by 
the Holy Spirit.” In church after church 
the atmostphere was charged with love. 

When an African student who is 
studying at Asbury College went to a 
church in Ohio to tell the story of the 
revival and give his personal witness, 
spontaneously several members of the 
congregation stepped forward and put 
their arms around him as an expression 
of their love. Kneeling beside a business¬ 
man in an Indiana church, 1 heard him 
pray through tears, “Lord, I thank you 
for making it possible for me to love the 
colored folk and many people who were 
so obnoxious to me before. Now I feel I 
can love everybody.” 

On the campus of a certain 
church-related college, which felt the 
impact of the revival, the faculty met 
for a regular meeting at 10:00 o’clock 
one morning. What began as a business 
session soon turned into a genuine 
Christian love-in, with faculty members 
sharing and praying and being recon¬ 
ciled with one another. The meeting 
went on through the lunch hour and 
broke up about 2:00 in the afternoon. 

It was this atmosphere of love that 
helped to bridge the “generation gap.” 
New lines of communication were 
opened up between parent and child, 
between adult and teen-ager. The revival 
started with the youth and then spread 
to the adults. Both age groups listened 
to, and got through to each other. 
Teen-agers felt they could trust those 
over thirty; the elderly felt they could 
learn something from the adolescent. 
Age no longer seemed a barrier. People 
forgot who was old and who was young. 
One moment a youth in his twenties 
would be sharing at the mike; the next, 
a gray-haired old man; followed by a 
grade school girl in her early teens. In a 
large rally in the junior high school gym 
in Anderson, Indiana, where 1000 
people were present, a hippie with full 
beard and shoulder-length hair received 


Christ as his Savior and gave a witness 
before the whole congregation. An 
eighty-year-old grandmother, with 
snow-white hair done up in a bun, went 
forward and hugged him! 

Could it be that God is trying to 
teach us that the only answer to our 
racial strife, the generation gap, our 
national divisions, is love—his divine 
love operating within us? 

A revival of the church. The church 
has been the target of much criticism in 
recent years. It has been called “irrele¬ 
vant,” “out of date,” “out of touch,” 

“a dead organization,” “a social club 
with an ivory-tower mentality,” and so 
on. Much of the criticism is justified. 

The church, in many places, is lifeless 
and impotent. 

But recently, as hundreds of young 
people from many college campuses 
went out to share their faith with the 
people, dozens of churches across the 
country suddenly came alive. These 
students were talking about a personal 
encounter with God, how God had 
delivered them from their “hang-ups” 
and “turned them on.” Their witness 17 
had the ring of reality. 

Pastor and people responded. The 
sermon and order of service were 
pushed aside for the moment. Many 
church members, tired of pretending for 
so long, took off their masks and 
exposed their hypocrisy and phoniness. 
Broken in spirit, they confessed, prayed 
and shared together. They lifted their 
hands in the air and sang forth the 
praises of God. The usual stiffness and 
formality gave way to a new freedom in 
the Spirit. People forgot the clock and 
about food. They sat for hours in the 
sanctuary, basking in the Presence of 
God. 

An elderly lady in a large United 
Methodist church in Atlanta stood, and 
lifting her hands in the air, prayed, 
“Lord, thank you for saving us from the 
sin of sophistication.” The pastor of a 
large Baptist church in the same city 
cried out in prayer, “O God, you have 
done more in one moment than we have 
done in five years.” A businessman, on 
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"God's cure for the missionary 
slump in American churches is a 
fresh outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit upon the people of God. He 
alone is the Originator and 
Promoter of Christian missions." 



seeing the Spirit at work and sensing the 
new feeling of Christian fellowship, said 
excitedly, “This is the New Testament 
Church!” 

In the Meridian Street Church of 
God in Anderson, Indiana, when a 
group of Asbury College and Seminary 
students went to share about the revival 
at a Sunday morning service, a marvel¬ 
ous outpouring of the Holy Spirit took 
place. Since then over a thousand 
people from all over the city have been 
crowding into the sanctuary each 
evening to sing hymns, pray at the altar, 
and witness to God’s grace. The meeting 
begins around 7:00 p.m. and continues 
until 10:00 or 11:00, sometimes until 
midnight. No one is in a hurry. There is 
joy in the hearts of the people and 
excitement in the air. Hundreds of 
college and high school students and 
adults have either been converted or 
filled with the Spirit. 

Talk about an ecumenical move¬ 
ment. This is it! The revival cut across 
all denominational barriers. It spread to 
United Methodist, Free Methodist, 
Baptist, Nazarene, Christian and Mis¬ 
sionary Alliance, Wesleyan, Quaker, 
Evangelical Methodist, Episcopalian and 
Presbyterian churches. United Method¬ 
ists witnessed to Baptists, Free 
Methodists to Nazarenes, and Salvation 
Army recruits to members of the United 
Church of Canada. The pastor of a 
church in Robinson, Illinois, testified 
that he saw Presbyterians, Episcopa¬ 
lians, and United Methodists all kneeling 
together at the altar. Businessmen of 
several denominations have been 
meeting together each noon for a time 
of prayer and sharing in the City Hall of 
Anderson, Indiana. Everywhere the re¬ 
vival has reached there has been a 
marvelous sense of unity in the Spirit. 

Is God demonstrating to us these 
days that the church is still the Body of 
Christ, that it can be gloriously renewed 
by his Spirit, and that it can once again 
be an instrument of redemption and 
reconciliation in the world? Is he trying 
to teach us that without the vitality and 
purity of the church organic unity by 
itself is inadequate? 


A revival of mission. In recent ye; 
there has been a perceptible sag in t 
missionary outreach of the Americ 
church. Many theologians are qu 
tioning our right to evangelize a 
convert the followers of other religio; 
Many congregations are wondering 
the day of foreign missions is pai 
Fewer young people are offering the; 
selves for service abroad. 

The Asbury revival was a remarkat 
demonstration of the words of Jesi 
“You shall receive power when the Ho 
Spirit comes upon you and you shall 
witnesses unto me. . . As studer 
received a new touch of the Spirit, th« 
felt impelled to share their new-four 
joy with others. They began phonii 
their families, friends and pastors to t< 
them the “good news.” A call wento 
to newsman Paul Harvey, Senator Ma 
Hatfield, to a close aide of Preside 
Nixon. One girl phoned Madalj 
Murray O’Hair, perhaps the natior 
best-known atheist, and witnessed 
her about God’s love and power. Mi 
O’Hair listened for a while and th< 
hung up. Faculty members and studen 
arose in the meetings and with tears 
their eyes expressed concern for tl 
spiritual needs of unsaved loved on 
and requested special prayer for the 
by name. 

But the Holy Spirit could not 1 
contained within the city limits of tir 
Wilmore. 

Soon students and faculty membe 
were fanning out across many states 1 
carry the torch of revival. Many wh 
were previously shy and self-consciou 
afraid to speak in public, broke throug 
to new confidence and freedom in tl 
Spirit, and boldly testified to the r 
demptive power of the Risen Lord. Or 
college student flew to Azusa College 
California, another to Seattle Pacif 
College in Washington State. A tea; 
went to Oral Roberts University i 
Tulsa, Oklahoma. Others went to cc 
lege campuses, home churches, an 
gatherings in many of the eastern state 
one group crossed over into Canada. 

In each place they witnessed tli 
same response-confession, prayer, wi 
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iking, singing, reconciliation. Then, in 
A these groups started going out to 
[rounding cities to share their 
f-found victory and joy. As a result, 
ijusands upon thousands of people 
ie made new commitments to Jesus 
list. 


A student from Azusa College called 
h the Sirhan home in the Los Angeles 
u and for an hour-and-a-half shared 
|i the assassin’s mother and brother 
*.ut the love of Christ. 

[An Asbury Seminary student went 
he Fulton County jail in Atlanta and 
^ched to the prisoners. Out of the 97 
who voluntarily gathered in the 
1 , 80 responded to the challenge to 
?pt Christ as personal Savior. 

When two student pastors related the 
try of the revival in a large Baptist 
rch in Atlanta, there was a great 
monse from the congregation and 
i ly came to the altar for prayer, 
j ee young men received a call to the 
ifiistry, another a call to missionary 
i ice. One of the men went home and 
1 his wife about his call, but she was 
t’et. She said, “Honey, this is one time 
’ll have to go it alone. I’m not one 
' }od’s children and don’t intend to be 
jninister’s wife.” However, she ac- 

I ipanied her husband to the evening 
t ice, and when the invitation was 
•n, she went forward and surrendered 
self to Christ. She then went to the 
i rophone, confessed what she had 
to her husband in the morning, and 
t on to say, “Now I am a child of 
and I’m on the team with my 
land.” 

was present at the chapel service in 
ury College on the morning of 
ch 7th. The missionary dimension of 
revival was much in evidence. 

Jewish boy from Center College in 


"The Holy Spirit could not be 
contained within the city limits 
liny Wilmore . Soon students and 
ulty members were fanning out 
across many states to carry the 
torch of revival." 


Danville, Kentucky, testified to finding 
the Messiah recently when the revival 
movement touched his campus. He said, 
“I’ve never been happier in my whole 
life.” One of the Asbury girls read a 
letter from her missionary mother in 
Colombia, South America, telling about 
an unusual response at a spiritual life 
retreat held in a Catholic church, where 
150 Catholic women made commit¬ 
ments to Jesus Christ. 

Just then Asbury President Kinlaw 
came to the front and told of receiving a 
letter from Colombia, asking for some 
college students to come down during 
the summer and hold meetings among 
the youth. “I don’t know where the 
money will come from,” he remarked, 
“but it will have to come from this 
side.” 

A seminary professor called from the 
balcony, “I would like the privilege of 
giving the first one hundred dollars.” 
Then a professor from the college made 
a pledge of two hundred and fifty 
dollars. A student walked to the plat¬ 
form and told how his witness team had 


received an offering of two hundred 
dollars the previous weekend. “Our 
group would like the amount to go to 
this missionary project,” he said. A girl 
stood up and said, “Here’s a ten dollar 
bill I was planning to spend on a new 
skirt this afternoon.” Then someone 
suggested they place an offering basket 
on the platform. Before the chapel 
service ended, over one thousand dollars 
was collected for the mission to Colom¬ 
bia. 

God’s cure for the missionary slump 
in American churches is a fresh out¬ 
pouring of the Holy Spirit upon the 
people of God. He alone is the Origi¬ 
nator and Promoter of Christian 
missions. 

Time alone will reveal the extent of 
the influence of the revival that began 
on the campus of Asbury College on 
February 3, 1970. It is exciting to think 
that a spiritual chain-reaction has been 
started that could possibly reach around 
the world. 

Could this be God’s answer to man’s 
present dilemma? 
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KENYA 

Delegates discuss need for research 

Sixty delegates of The Evangelical 
Literature Fellowship of East Africa 
meeting at their eighth annual confer¬ 
ence in late February discussed the need 
for a wholesale house which would serve 
all of the church/mission literature dis¬ 
tribution programs and the need for 
market research to evaluate the Swa- 
hili-English readership. 

Speakers from Bible Literature Inter¬ 
national (Columbus, Ohio) were pre¬ 
sent. Three of these B.L.I. men are 
presently studying the literature needs 
of Africa. Burundi and East Congo were 
represented at the conference in addi¬ 
tion to Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda. 

E.L.F.E.A. plans an evangelical liter¬ 
ature thrust for Kenya, Tanzania and 
Uganda. 

NIGERIA 

Postwar literature planning 

A pastors’ and Christian workers’ 
conference sponsored by the Council of 
the Evangelical Churches in northern 
Nigeria is to be held this month. The 
Evangelical Literature Fellowship of 
Nigeria is to hold its annual meeting at 
the same time in order to formalize 
plans for a literature outreach now that 
peace has come to Nigeria. 

Thirty-nine tons of Bibles in four 

ER.WORVIS 


Nigerian languages have been shipped to 
Lagos from London, according to a 
recent Reuters report. The British and 
Foreign Bible Society says that some 
24,000 Bibles await unloading at Lagos 
and 35,000 are on the way by sea. 

MEXICO 

Directory available 

The 1969-1970 edition of the Evan¬ 
gelical Directory is now available from 
the Evangelical Directory of Mexico, 
Apdo. 333, Mexico, D.F., for $1.50. 

GREAT BRITAIN 
Mission merger 

Two missions which have for some 
years collaborated closely have decided 
on an official merger, according to the 
British paper, Life of Faith. The British 
branch of the Unevangelized Fields Mis¬ 
sion and the West Amazon Mission 
made the merger effective early this 
year. The West Amazon Mission was 
founded in 1953 and formed close ties 
with the UFM early in its history. 

CONGO 

Autonomous church recognized 

In formal ceremonies held March 15 
in Luluabourg the Presbyterian Church 
in the United States recognized the 
coming of age of the Presbyterian 
Church of the Congo. The American 
church mission was dissolved and the 
missionaries of the denomination will 
work within the structure of the Con¬ 
golese Church. 

Today the Presbyterian Church in 
the United States has 110 missionaries 


in the Congo. They are engaged 
educational, medical and evangelis 
endeavors. Several are also working 
the severe problem of malnutrition a; 
hunger. 

The ceremonies, which were ai 
held in two other centers in Kai 
Province, marked the fulfillment of t 1 
dream of the founding missionaries, t! 
Rev. William Sheppard, a black mz 
and the Rev. Samuel N. Lapsley, a wh 
man. Together in 1891 they set up 
mission station at Luebo in the name 
Jesus Christ and on behalf of the Pn 
byterian Church, U.S. Today the Cc 
golese Church has an estimated memb< 
ship of 130,000. 

PHILIPPINES 
FEBIAS needs teachers 

The Asian Theological Seminary, ti 
recently established graduate division 
FEBIAS College of Bible, needs teache 
in the fields of Old Testament, Chun 
History and New Testament. The 
teachers, preferably with a Th.D. i 
Ph.D. degree (Th.M. acceptable) a 
needed on the field July 1970 and Ju 
1971. There is a one-year orientatic 
period prior to teaching. 

For information write to Far Easte 
Gospel Crusade, 14625 Greenfie 
Road, Detroit, Michigan 48227. 

CAMEROON 
Plans for evangelism 

Representatives from Cameroor 
ten denominations have hammered o 
a three-year plan for mobilizing the 
churches for evangelism. They are pla 
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&L to draw upon resources of the New 
I for All materials the first year and 
|)t elements from Congo’s Christ for 
ifprogram. 

(jcUFFE 

^rican Indian work moves to Denver 
iVycliffe Bible Translators is moving 
[benver their tribal division for the 
j| ed States, Canada and Alaska. The 
ie, which coordinates translation 
ik in 30 North American Indian 
As, had previously been located in 
Jfornia. 

|)r. Irvine Davis, director of the 
gth American tribal work, noted that 
|complex to be developed is to serve 
pe nerve center for Bible translation 
[the Indian and Eskimo people of the 
eminent. In addition to the 30 lan- 
tfces already with translators, surveys 
sfe shown that some 20 other lan¬ 
ces need first time Bible translation, 
[| others need literacy programs to 
lie the Bible a vital part of the lives 
Ifle people. 

I'REA 

t| e society honored 

The Korean Bible Society has been 
Jored by the government for its 
Nervation of the Korean language 
|ng the Japanese occupation of 
i 9—1945, according to a report in 
Sigious News Service, 
k citation was presented on the 
sjrd anniversary of the formation of 
I Korean alphabet by King Setong. It 
Iked the first time the Korean 
fernment had bestowed such high 



honors on any Christian organization. 

During the Japanese occupation the 
Korean language was deleted from all 
books including school texts. The single 
exception was the Bible, supplied by the 
Bible Society. 

HOLLAND 

Appeal to South African Reformed 
Churches 

Moderators of the General Synod of 
the Dutch Reformed Church have called 
on the three South African Reformed 
Churches “to reconsider” their “atti¬ 
tude toward the policy of apartheid.” 

The carefully worded letter was sent 
following a conference in Luntern, Hol¬ 
land involving the General Synod and 
delegates representing the South African 
Churches. 

“The holy Gospel demands a differ¬ 
ent attitude on the part of the church, 
in respect to racial problems, from what 
seems to be reflected in the discussions 
and practice of your church,” the letter 
stated. 

“The Bible should be studied and 
listened to in a way that safeguards 
against the influence which socio-pol¬ 
itical. . . circumstances are apt to have 
on our and your thinking.” 

In particular, the General Synod’s 
spokesmen asked the Nederduitse Gere- 
formeerde Kerk, the largest Dutch Re¬ 
formed Church in South Africa, to 
“throw down a bridge and pave the way 
for the multiracial ‘Christian Institute 
for Southern Africa.”’ 

This institute was rejected as “mis¬ 
guided” by the general synod of the 


Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerk in 
1966, but only by one vote. 

ECUADOR 
Aucas receive therapy 

Bud Swanson, physical therapist of 
Santa Ana, California, returned in late 
March from a month-long mercy mis¬ 
sion to the Auca tribe which was struck 
with polio late last year. 

Swanson’s purpose was to ascertain 
the damage done to the Indians who 
had the disease and develop plans for 
rehabilitation treatment. 

“Damage done by polio is perma¬ 
nent,” Swanson explains, “so all we can 
expect to do is strengthen muscles that 
are still usable. We designed therapy 
equipment out of local materials and 
rigged systems by which the victims 
could exercise from their native ham¬ 
mocks. They work hard on their indivi¬ 
dual exercise programs, and the results 
are as good as can be expected. One 
man, for example, confined totally to 
his hammock, will now get around on 
crutches.” 

He reports the most significant effect 
of the epidemic on the Aucas is spiri¬ 
tual. Under the old system a helpless 
Auca would be left in the jungle to die. 
But now they find not only the mis¬ 
sionaries helping them unselfishly but 
Christian tribesmen giving sacrificially 
of themselves to aid the sick. To the 
unsaved it is a vivid revelation of the 
love of Christ, and those who haven’t 
received Christ as a result, are at least 
profoundly moved by it, according to 
Swanson. 
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This college student 
from Africa 
won’t vacation 
at home this summer 

When family and friends are 
half way aroynd the world, 
summer vacation at home is 
impossible. 


What will he do? 

In loneliness he will look for 
any offers of friendship. 
*ISI befriends these foreign 
students (over 200,000 now 
in the USA) and shares 
Christ with them. 


Your gift will make you a 
part of this foreign mission¬ 
ary outreach. 

International Students, Inc. 

2109 E Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20037 


Enclosed is my gift of $ to assist 

ISI reach foreign students during the 
summer months. 


NAME 

ADDRESS 


ZIP 


I 

I 

I 

J£l 


Facts of 
Argentina 


a field: 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Area: 1,080,000 square miles. About- 
the same size as the U.S.A. east of the 
Mississippi River. Second largest nation' 
in South America. 

Population: 23.4 million (1968 esti¬ 
mate). 

Population Density: 21 persons per 
square mile. 

Population Composition: 97 percent 
Caucasian, mostly of European origin;; 
some Indian, mestizo and Arab. 

Age Distribution: Almost 40 percent 
are under 20 years of age. 

Urbanization: 75 percent. Highest in 
Latin America. 

Literacy: 86 percent. Highest in Latin 
America. 

Major Languages: Spanish, Italian, 
English, French. 

Economy: Largely agricultural; in¬ 
creasing industrialization. 

History: Discovered by Europeans, 
1516. Spanish colony 1580—1816. 
Independent since 1816. Several mili¬ 
tary governments and dictatorships. 
Capital: Buenos Aires: world's 7th 
largest city; 3rd largest metropolis in 
Western Hemisphere; one of world's 
largest ports; contains more than 30 
percent of nation's population. 




CURRENT STATUS OF CHRISTIAN¬ 
ITY: The Roman Catholic Church in 
Argentina claims about 94 percent of 
the population, while Protestant 
churches include about two or three 
percent. Argentina has been predomi¬ 
nantly Roman Catholic throughout its 
history and it is the “official” religion. 
Although the constitution guarantees 
religious freedom, there is compulsory 
Catholic religious education in public 
schools, government officials have 
openly expressed support for that 
church, and some non-Catholic mission¬ 
aries have been denied entry visas in 
recent years. Despite this long Christian 
influence, several observers have noted 
widespread materialism and lack of 
interest in religion. 

CHURCHES: The largest church is the 
Roman Catholic, with claimed member¬ 
ship (including children) of over 20 
million. By comparison, the total Prot¬ 
estant community in Argentina is esti¬ 


mated at about half a million, wi 
church membership of about 250,OC 
However, Protestant church memb« 
ship has been growing at a rate of abo 
five percent a year, compared with 
overall annual population growth rate 
less than two percent. Argentina’s Prc 
estant church membership is the four 
largest in Latin America. 


Religions of Argentina 


k 
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Within the one-quarter million Prot- 
ant church members, the Lutheran 
[dies are the largest single grouping, 
h about 34,000 members. Second 
gest are the rapidly growing indepen- 
i it Pentecostals, with about 30,000. 
e largest single church in Argentina is 
Plymouth Brethren with an esti- 
ted 25,000 members. 

Argentine Protestant churches have 
n engaged in a variety of ministries 
uding broadcasting, urban and rural 
ngelism, work among Indian tribes, 
1 literature distribution. Some have 
oerimented with new forms of minis- 
such as parish teams. 

Broadcasting time is available on 
nmercial stations and several denomi- 
ions and mission agencies are pro¬ 
ving radio and television programs. 
b Southern Baptists have made exten- 
j use of the mass media and have one 
the largest film libraries on the 
itinent. 

Literature distribution is conducted 
several groups, and Bible distribution 
increased significantly. The Bible 
ciety reports over 4.3 million com- 
te Bibles or Scripture portions distri- 
ted in 1968, compared with only .3 
dlion during 1967. 

Much of Argentina’s population has 
migrated from European countries 
, as a result, there are many ethnic 
arches: German, Italian, Spanish, and 
lers. Some do not conduct services in 
anish or even try to evangelize the 
ianish-speaking population. The 
gentine Protestant church has been 
iracterized as “inward looking” or as 
ng a “closed community,” and the 
illenge to these churches is seen as 
i need to break out of their cultural 
inds. 

OTESTANT MISSIONS: The first 
atestant missionary effort in Argen- 
a is credited to the Scottish Baptist, 
nes Thompson, in 1820. He opened 
'eral schools but these were later 
reed to close, and it was the Method- 
b who began the first permanent 
atestant missionary work in 1836. 
iOver 40 Protestant missionary agen- 
s are now active in Argentina, most 
ithem from North America. There are 
rhaps 700 to 800 Protestant mission- 
es working in Argentina, the largest 
lgle total belonging to Baptist 
mi 


Why 

The Fund’s 
rates are 
still the lowest... 

You 9 re the reason PMF has the lowest rates 
for permanent, participating life insurance 
of any American insurance company. 

People like you—clergymen, seminary 
students, missionaries, and their families— 
are the only people PMF will cover. 


What’s so special about you? You, and those in our 
vocation, generally outlive folks in other occupations 
by a healthy amount. Because of your greater life span, 
PMF can insure you for less. In effect, we save; then 
pass the benefits on to you. 

Ours is a unique, yet proven service. We’ve been doing 
it for 250 years. That’s two and a half centuries of 
guaranteeing maximum permanent, participating life 
insurance, with a dividend history and substantial 
cash-loan values to both clergymen and their families. 

At the lowest rates anywhere. 

For the smartest life insurance investment you can possibly 
make, clip the coupon below. We’ll be happy to send you 
further information about PMF’s varied plans. 


Presbyterian 

MINISTERS’ FUND 

LIRE INSURANCE 


S. CARSON WASSON, D.D., President 
1809 Walnut Street • WV50 • Philadelphia, Pa. 19103 
Please send information about insurance rates and policies offered by the Fund 

Name. 

Address.. • 

City.State.Zip. 

Date of Birth.Telephone No. 

A NON DENOMINATIONAL INSURANCE COMPANY FOR THE CLERGY 
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BE A PART OF THE ACTION 



Reaching "every creature" calls for the in¬ 
volvement of every Christian. ICB serves 
broadcasters on every continent through re¬ 
search and publishing; as an information 
center; personnel and equipment placement; 
and through consultation. These and other 
services are given largely without cost to 
institutional members. 

For ICB to meet growing demand for compe¬ 
tent service, finances are needed. We invite 
your church to participate in this world-wide 
ministry. As one of God's chosen people who 
shares the vision of communicating Christ to 
our world, would you, too, have a part? 

Every creature—every Christian! 


| | Please send to me "COMMUNI¬ 
CATION OUTREACH IMPACT" and 
any other information on ICB 
(FREE). 

| 1 Please send me my application for 
membership. Enclosed is my $10 
annual membership fee. 

Name_ 

Address_ 

City_State_ 

Zip_Phone_ 

Mail to: 

International Christian Broadcasters 

1111 Nicolett Avenue 

Minneapolis, Minn. 55403 



You choose from 21 majors— 
qualify for careers in 
the Church Vocations, 
Liberal Arts and Life Sciences. 

Write for catalog to Director of Admissions 

irringion College 


BIBLESatWHOLESALE! 

DIRECT from PUBLISHER! 24 Editions! 
SELL your Church, Friends, Neighbors! 
FREE Circulars, Brochures, Details, 
WRITE: BIBLE PUBLISHERS' Dept. WV50 
Box 5065, San Antonio, Texas 78201. 



personality 
profile 

A 

PERSUASIVE 
VOICE 


Bob Bowman of Far East Broadcasting Compa 


“In Asia all leaders look forward to 
unity. The Far East Broadcasting Com¬ 
pany has helped strengthen unity in this 
part of the world.” The speaker was 
Philippine President Ferdinand Marcus 
and the occasion was FEBC’s 
twentieth-anniversary observance. 

Behind every organization there has 
been a man of vision and obedience. 
Behind the Far East Broadcasting 
Company there were three. One of 
them, Robert H. Bowman, is now its 
president. 

For over 25 years the story of Bob 
Bowman’s life has paralleled the story 
of the missionary radio group which he 
helped to found. In many instances the 
two are impossible to separate. But 
beyond those 25 years were nearly three 
decades of preparation. 

There are relatively few native Cali¬ 
fornians, but Bob Bowman is one of 
them. He spent his childhood on a farm 
in the San Joaquin Valley. Then his 
family moved to Inglewood in the Los 
Angeles area. 

During his high school days in Ingle¬ 
wood, no one would ever have guessed 
that Bob would someday be the quiet, 
gracious Christian gentleman he is 
today. On the contrary, he by far 
preferred the excitement of football and 
driving racing cars to studying. Because 
of this he was considered “a problem” 
by many of his teachers. 


But there was one person to who 
Bob was never a problem—his got 
mother. In her prayers and through 1 
discipline she refused to let her son 
the way he wanted to go. If she had,! 
fate might have been an early death li 
that of most of his racing friends. 

After high school, to please ! 
mother, Bob entered the Southern G 
fornia Bible School in Pasadena. 1 
wasn’t there very long before God < 
swered a mother’s faithful prayers a 
Bob Bowman yielded his life to t 
Lord. 

The strong emphasis on missions 
the school cast the mold for the futi 
work of the Bible school student. A 
the lives of Hudson Taylor and Hen 
Martyn especially challenged Bob tc 
life of missionary service. 

A young art student at the sclm 
Eleanor Guthrie, was also being inf 
enced along the same lines. She and B 
were later married. They have two soi 
one is now a teacher in Indiana and t 
other manages one of FEBC’s statioi 

It was Bob’s appealing baritone voi 
which led him to a job during his secoi 
year in Bible school and into a minist 
to which he would devote his life. 

In those days the staff for a Christii 
radio program was being organized 
Los Angeles. Bob Bowman, at 18, w 
asked to be soloist and a member of tl 
quartet. 

















For over 12 years Bob sang on the 
aven of Rest broadcast. There he 
lined a real love for direct air work and 
itil this day he would rather stand 
Tore a mike than do any of the many 
her things which crowd his busy days. 

; Haven of Rest’s First Mate Bob (Paul 
yers) had been in commercial radio 
Tore launching the Good Ship Grace 
id from him Bob Bowman learned 
uch about radio work. 

A pioneer in Christian broadcasting, 
aven of Rest was widely known 
roughout the United States. As Bob 
aveled with the radio staff to hold 
eetings he saw at Firsthand the effec- 
/eness of interdenominational endeav- 
sS and how God could use radio to 
ach the masses. And from this was 
>rn a vision in Bob Bowman’s heart to 
esent the gospel message, which tran- 
ends all denominational boundaries, 
a lost world via the airwaves which 
n freely cross geographical barriers. 
The result of the vision: the Far East 
oadcasting Company which today has 
/enty transmitters daily beaming the 
)spel to all of Asia and Latin America 
forty languages. Over twelve thou- 
nd letters are received every month by 
IBC from listeners in sixty coun- 
es—including some from behind the 
>n and bamboo curtains. 

As for Bob Bowman, he continues to 
arvel at the means God has placed 
Thin our hands to present the gospel 
* the masses living in the twentieth 
ntury. 

And his desire is that of an unknown 
an who before the days of radio 
rote: 

If I were a voice, a persuasive 
voice that could travel the wide 
I world through, I would fly on the 
wings of the morning light and speak 
to men with a gentle might and tell 
them to he true. Fd fly, Fd fly over 
land and sea or wherever a human 
heart might be telling a tale, singing a 
j song in praise of the right, in blame 
of the wrong. If I were a voice, a 
controlling voice, I would travel with 
\ the wind and wherever I saw the 
nations torn by warfare, jealousy and 
scorn and hatred of their kind, Fd 
fly, Fd fly on the thunder crash. And 
into their blinded bosoms flash, and 
all their evil thoughts subdued, Fd 
teach them of Christ, His way the 


Moody Annuities 

provide INCOME 

for LIFE P ius 

support for these ministries 



THE SCHOOL 

An interdenomina¬ 
tional, professional 
school of the Bible, 
evangelical in spirit 
with a Christ- 
pervading atmosphere 
and a Christ-centered 
curriculum. 


MOODY LITERATURE MISSION 

Distributes millions of pieces of 
literature in schools, hospitals and 
jails; also assists mission agencies to 
produce Christian materials in more 
than one hundred languages. 



MOODY INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE 

Produces the “Sermon from 
Science” films used so effectively at 
three world’s fairs, by the armed 
forces and by missionaries around 
the world. 


RADIO • MOODY MONTHLY • BIBLE CONFERENCE MINISTRY • MOODY PRESS 


63 years 
without loss 
to an 
annuitant! 


Write for 
Information 



Write: Annuity Department Dept. 5 wo 

MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 

820 N. LaSalle Street, Chicago, Illinois 60610 
Please send me, without obligation, information on: 

□ Gift Annuity Plans; □ Life Income Agreements; 

□ Deferred Annuity Plan; □ Wills. 




Date of 

Name 


Birth 

Address 

City 

State 

Zip 



DALE EVANS ROGERS’ 

new book 

The Woman at the Well 

Now... in a single, compelling volume... the 
complete life story and testimony of Dale 
Evans Rogers! Included are many experi¬ 
ences never before told...of her teen years, 
her life with Roy Rogers, the growth of her 
faith... and new perspectives on the events 
of her previous books, Angel Unaware, 
Dearest Debbie, and others. Illustrated. 

$4.95 

.AT YOUR BOOKSTORE 

] FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY, 

Old Tappan, N. J. 


WORLD VISION MAGAZINE / MAY 1970 

























The NEW Nursery Maid ECONO-CRIB Constructed 
of Sturdy Hardwood and Tempered Hardboard, 
finished in beautiful non-toxic white lacquer 
enamel, it embodies Nursery Maid's high quality 
and safety features — gates raise with a finger¬ 
tip — baby can’t fall out. Illustrated 4 Crib Model 
only $128.00, other Models at greater savings. 
Set of 4-3" Foam Mattresses and Fitted Sheets 
$32.40. Deluxe models in natural birch and wal¬ 
nut finish —2 Hi and 3 Hi Models —as many 
sections wide as you desire. For prices and FREE 
changing cabinet, see our NEW Catalog. 


write M. J. THIESEN 


P.O. Box 922 - V Dinuba, California 93618 


Vacationing at ^isncylan 

d? 

Vlslt lWSoftdfittid clip 

1 

ian 

uni 

** (opposite Disneyland) 

idler 

Ralph Wilkerson presents . 


FOR MINISTERS & LAY LEADERS 

August 16-24 


CHARISMATIC CLINIC 

CLASSES DAILY-BOTH AM & 

PM 

□ Dennis Bennett, 

Episcopal Rector from Seattle 


□ Kathryn Kuhiman, 

Authored: ‘‘1 Believe in Miracles" 


□ Michael Harper 

Angelican from England 


□ Nicholas Bhengu 

African Evangelist from Johannesburg 

□ David Wilkerson, 

Authored: "The Cross & The Switchblade" 

□ Bob Mumford, 

Dynamic Bible Expositor 


□ J. Rodman Williams, 

Austin Presbyterian Seminary Professor 

For FREE Information write: 


CHARISMATIC CLINIC 

P.O. BOX 6000WV 


AHAHEIM, CALIF. 92806 

(714) 776-8890 





WITHOUT 
ESMERALDA 
WED 
NEVER 
HAVE 
KNOWN 


. . . never have watched that 
smile grow through the 
years. Never have helped 
a little girl build a life 
that lights those around her. 
Never have known the despera¬ 
tion of a family separated 
by disease. 

Esmeralda's healthy now. 
Happy with her new metal arm. 
But the smile wasn't so easy. 

It's never easy when your 
parents have leprosy. 

Someone's got to care 
enough to help. If we hadn't 
helped, would anyone? And 
if you don't help now, will 
anyone? Let us know your 
heart. If you can. When 
you can. Then when this 
hideous disease strikes, we 
can again shepherd with love. 

There are many, many, many 
more families like Esmeralda's. 


international 

Christian 

leprosy 

mission 

P.O. Box 8164, Portland, Ore. 97207 


□ YES — I am led to help now. 

Use my enclosed $_gift 

to bring health and the Gospel to 
the lost. 

□ I cannot help now, but tell me 
more about your worldwide ministry. 


Name. 


Address _ 

City, State, Zip. 



. " ■ • 

• ■ 

AWARE 

OF 

CHRIST 

Keen, tender God of all 
the earth 

Whose breath threw far 
creation into space,, 
Whose voice now 
whispers love and 
sharing and of 
bliss unknown 
yet* known so 
much. 

» 

Vast, immense Deity of all 
• the mind of men in 
all of time 

Who intersects the history 
of the race, 

Who renders person-picture 
of Himself upon my min 
my yearning hope am 
my joy so full— 
yet so hungry 
for Yourself. 

Present, friendly sovereign < 
His race, disowned by 
them—and God 
Who gave His law and 
paid Himself its due with 
His own death, 

Who loves me too— 

Who loves me too- 
Who loves me too. 


John C. Hoaghn 
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DO YOU FIND IT HARD 


o speak to others about their SALVATION? their 
EARS? their TROUBLES? their SORROWS? Many 
__;hristians do. And yet they sincerely want their 
ives to be an influence for the Lord. There is 
way of approach that is courteous and effec- 
ive. Use our leaflets and booklets specially pre- 
iared for spiritual needs. Only Bible verses used 
*ith appropriate headings. Sample titles: GOD'S 
MESSAGE TO YOU, FEAR NOT, FOUR THINGS GOD 
VANTS YOUTO KNOW. WORDS OF COMFORT, WHY 
EAD THE BIBLE?, etc. 

end for free samples. Make use of the WORD. 

AMERICAN SCRIPTURE GIFT MISSION 

211 Arch Street, Room W, Phila., Pa. 19107 




on the Caloosahatchee River • Fort Myers, Florida 

New concept for retirement will include 600 air-conditioned 
partments, Nursing Pavilion, Village Center, Village Church, Marina, 
Motel, National Bible Conference Auditorium. EVERYTHING PRO¬ 
VIDED for care-free, worry-free retirement with activi¬ 
ties, neighbors and constant care combined with Chris¬ 
tian fellowship to make living here a most rewarding 
experience. 

WRITE FOR 
FACTS PACKET 



GETTING NOWHERE? 

Introduce your neighbors to the gospel 
through a neighborhood Bible study. In¬ 
troductory packet (HOW TO START, plus 
discussion guide on Gospel of Mark), $1.25 
postpaid. Order from 

NEIGHBORHOOD BIBLE STUDIES 

Box W , Dobbs Ferry, N.Y. 10522 


I HUE WRITERS! 




... Fire them with 
enthusiasm for develop¬ 
ing God-given writing 
talent and extending 
their ministry in this 
exciting profession. 

You can “get fired” 
too! Write for my 


m 


i 


Norman Rohrer, Director 

CHRISTIAN WRITERS GUILD 9 

La Canada, California 91011 

Send me your FREE Starter Kit and show me 
how to develop my writing talent. I understand 
I can start selling right from the start. 

MR MRS MISS 


CITY. STATE, ZIP 


For a Good Life Retire to 

^Liell Point Village 



£1*11 Point Villogt 


INQUIRE ABOUT 

9 % 

INVESTMENT 

OPPORTUNITY 




Fort Myers, Florida 33901 
A Ministry of the Christian & Missionary Alliance Foundation 


10D NEWS FOR THE 
SUALLY HANDICAPPED. 

cares for you and has supplied free 
istian literature to all who will write to: 

ille Circulating Library 
3 West Grace Street 
hmond, Virginia 23221 


FUND RAISING PLAN 
PAYS 75% PROFIT! 

ply sell an item worth $6.00 for only $1.00! 
p 750; send us 250. No investment. No mer- 
ndise to handle. Write . . . 

Boyd Specialties 

220 Robinwood Rd., Louisville, Ky. 40218 


► Witness with . . . 

Scripture Tracts 

100 assorted 254 
500 assorted $1.00 

I SCRIPTURE WITNESS 
102 Sussex Street 
_ Newton, N. J. 07860 


building faith in Christ through hearing 

ni\ rTCT BROADCASTING 


FAR EAST 


COMPANY, 

INCORPORATED 


Box 1, Whittier, California 90608 


YOUR BIG OPPORTUNITY 

Your own business and unlimited income selling the largest library of 
children's Bible and character-building records. Many protected sales area. 

Endorsed by national leaders and educators, an outgrowth of Your Story 
Hour, a national religious radio program for 23 years. 


Send for your 2 demo 
records & sales informa¬ 
tion today and sell on 
the phone in your spare 
time. 


Send 2 demo records & sales info. 
Enclosed my investment of $4.00. 

name 

address 


city 


state zip 

and add 4% tax, not available in Canada 
Your Story Hour Recordings 
Box 511, Medina, Ohio 44256 
Phone (216)725-5767 



THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
v TEACHERS’ DREAM \ 

' SO EASY TO USE\ ' 


SERMONS IN 

Wm 


CHEMISTRY 



KIT NO. I, POWER IN THE BLOOD 

This is the original and has 8 of the most pow¬ 
erful lessons on the blood ever produced. The 
success of this kit is the reason others followed. 
Thousands have claimed it enabled them to un- 
derstand the Gospel for the first time in their 
lives. It is the easiest of all the kits to use and 
makes 25 colors from clear liquid. Red makes 
black disappear, for example. The kit has 8 
dropper bottles, 9 chemicals, 6 glasses, 8 les¬ 
sons with chemical directions. There 
is enough chemical to do the lessons several 
times so that experimenting before presentation 
is practical. Price complete . $5.00 

GRAND 
LIGHTING 
SET 

with 6 inch 
test tubes 
makes 
Sermons 
in Chemistry 
visible 
to large 
groups. 

$7.50 


ORDER the delightful pair. Sermons in Chem¬ 
istry, Kit No. I, Power in the Blood, plus grand 
lighting set with test tubes, only. $12.50 

MASTER TWINS 

Sermons in Chemistry and 
Sermons in ACTION (simple magic) 
Includes all of Kit No. I, Power in the Blood, 
plus the grand lighting set, but instead of 8 
lessons, it has 62 great lessons and plays under 
21 topics and seasonal features, and much more 
equipment, plus reserve supplies of chemicals, 
and beautiful TWIN carrying cases, good for 
years. 

THE NEW MASTER TWINS will defy gravity, 
lift and swirl particles in liquid, perform feats 
of magic, chemically put out a light, blow up a 
balloon and make the sounds of storm, wind 
and hail. They do mysteries with rope and toss 
a boat about chemically. They combine color 
and magic and other action. All these are with 
directions ANY AMATEUR CAN FOLLOW. 
You can turn water to "wine” or make Pilate's 
hands drip with "blood." You can’t forget the 
lessons they teach, it does mysteries with po¬ 
tatoes, hearts and dollars. Price . $49.95 

□ Kit No. I—Power in the Blood . $5.00 

□ GRAND LIGHTING SET ... $7.50 

□ Delightful Pair . $12.50 

□ Master Twins . $49.95 

Ship to_ 


BERG CHRISTIAN ENTERPRISES 

P. O. Box 66066 PORTLAND, ORE. 97266 
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Popular Old Favorites 
in Gospel Recordings 


In a time when the sacred music field is dominated 


by folk and rock sounds, sincere Christians wonder 
what has happened to good, stable Christian music. We 
have heard this concern and have acted to bring to 
you the "Old, Old Story" in familiar sounds. Dedi 
cated artists and consecrated producers combine to 
offer you "A Positive Alternative" to contemporary 
sound that you may play in your home without 
apology. 



Meditation . . . Inspiration hiooo 

Hartville Singers 

Sing to the Great Jehovah . The Lord's My 
Shepherd . God of Our Fathers . O Sing of 
the Mighty One . The Love of God . Come 
to the Manger . My Lord, What a Morning! 

Saviour Who Died for Me I'd Rather 
Have Jesus . More Like Thee . Saviour and 
Master . God Loved the World . The Strife 
Is O’er 


Compatible stereo is a recent development in the 
recording industry which enables any record pur¬ 
chased from this catalogue to be played on both 
monaural and stereophonic equipment. Stereo re¬ 
production is enhanced with unimpaired frequency 
response and better separation. Monaural reproduc¬ 
tion is improved with increased fidelity over the pre¬ 
vious mono discs. These advantages are yours at no 

Beneath His Cross H1003 

Hope Chorale 

Beneath the Cross of Jesus . Great God, 
How Infinite . Praise to the Lord, the 
Almighty Sing to the Great Jehovah’s 
Praise . What Wait I for But Thee Speak, 
Lord, in the Stillness . Holy, Holy, Holy . 
In the Hour of Trial . Thy Life Was Given 
for Me . What Will You Do with Jesus? 
Fully Surrendered . Higher Ground 


increase in price. 





Bright Canaan hiooi 

Hartville Singers 

My Shepherd Shall Supply My Need . 
Hosanna . My Jesus As Thou Wilt . O 
Lamb of God . Bright Canaan I Shall Not 
Want . Behold, the Saviour of Mankind . 
The Cross Was His Own What Will You 
Do with Jesus? . 0 Jesus Grant Me Hope 
and Comfort . Christians Rejoice . Each 
Step I Take 

Sing hi002 

Ivan J. Miller Family 
Come, Let Us Join Our Cheerful Song 
Sing of the Mighty One . O Love Divine . 
The Silver Star . Redeemed . Wonderful 
Story of Love . Oh God, Be Merciful . 
Music of Heaven . Bless the Lord . Use Me, 
O My Gracious Saviour . So Send I You . 
A Friend to All . Blessed Are the People . 
The Brighter Shore 

The Shepherd of Love aiooo 

Bob Neff, Tenor 

The Shepherd of Love . Jesus Revealed in 
Me . Submission . Christ in All . Calvary . 
The Upper Window . Tell It Again . Fully 
Surrendered . Great Judgment Morning . 
When Jesus Beckons Me Home . Come 
Unto Me . Harvest Time 


Piano Portraits Bill Maxim a 1001 

Hallelujah, What a Saviour . A Mighty 
Fortress . Blessed Assurance . Come, Thou 
Fount of Ev'ry Blessing . Jesu Meme 
Freude . Lead on, O King Eternal . He 
Leadeth Me . We Will Follow the Steps of 
Jesus . Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus . 
Great Is Thy Faithfulness . To God Be the 
Glory . Saviour, Like a Shepherd Lead Us . 
I Would Love to Tell You What I Think of 
Jesus . Thy Word Is Like a Garden, Lord . 
What Did He Do? . Jesus, Lover of My 
Soul . Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah 


On a Quiet Sea H1004 

The Pilot's Quartet 

If on a Quiet Sea . O Holy Saviour 
Majestic Sweetness . O Master, Let Me 
Walk with Thee . Nearer, My God, to Thee 
. Jesus Paid It All . You Must Open the 
Door . God Is Waiting . Dearest Friend . Tell 
Someone About Jesus . The Wayside Cross 
. That Beautiful Land 


We Adore Thee 


HI 005 


Hartville Singers 

We Adore Thee . Lo, My Shepherd Is 
Divine . The Lord of Glory . Galilean 
Easter Carol . The Quiet Hour . He Lives 
Again in Me The Promised Land . Re¬ 
member Now Thy Creator . Children of 
the Heavenly Father . Tell Me the Old, Old 
Story . Jesus Lover of My Soul . I Want 
God's Way . Hallelujah 

That Lonesome Road A1002 

Zeager Trio 

Lonesome Road . Jesus I My Cross Have 
Taken . Walk in Jerusalem . It's Just Like 
Jesus . Nothing Between . I'm a Soldier . 
Do You Know . I've Got a Robe . Jesus 
Wonderful Lord . Take the Name of Jesus 
. Crusader Hymn . When I Survey the 
Wondrous Cross 


Let the Whole World Know A1003 

Elaine Hornberger, Soprano 

Ring the Bells . Over Flowing . I Thank 
Him . O Could I Sing the Matchless Worth 
. Abide With Me . I Stood at Calvary 
Jesus Leads . (Jesus Is the Sweetest Name) 
The Name of Jesus . The Breaking of the 
Bread . Haven of Rest . Rejoice, Ye Pure 
in Heart . When Peace Like a River 


HOPE RECORDS ANCHOR RECORDS 


Compatible Stereo $ 4.98 


ORDER BLANK 


ml 




Quantity 


H1000 
H1001 
HI 002 
HI 003 
HI 004 
HI 005 


A1000 
A1001 
A1002 
A1003 


Name _ 


Street and No. 
or Route_ 


City . 


EACH $4.98 


State 


-Zip 


_„ Amount Enclosed 

Orders postpaid if check accompanies order 


Heralds of Hope, Inc. Box 307 Willow Street, Pennsylvania 17584 


INSTITUTE OF ANTHROPOLOGY 
AND LINGUISTICS 
WHEATON COLLEGE 

June 22 to August 14 

Designed to provide the tools to learn a 
language effectively within a total culture. 
Write: Director of Admissions, Dept. WV50 
WHEATON COLLEGE 
Wheaton, Illinois 60187 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTIAN CHURCHES 

Evangelical ministers and churches are invited 
to inquire of fellowship, ordination, and 
membership requirements. 

EVANGELICAL CHRISTIAN CHURCHES 

P.O. Box 355, Farmland, I nd. 47340 


A 22 ton King Post of a satel 
earth station is erected in 
Rift Valley in Ken 



Africa East-Africa We 


SATELLIT 
EARTH STATION 

by C. Richard Shuma 

Is it time for the church in Africa 
decide its role in communicati 
through mass media? Is it time 
Christians in Africa to seek a place 
this developing field? Is it time 
missions and churches across America 
plan a heavier concentration of pers< 
nel and funds in distinctly Christ 
communications? The following ne 
report seeks to point up the trend 
bring the world to Africa’s doorstep a 
to take Africa to the world. 

NIGERIA: As a first step into wo 
communications the Lagos governrrw 

continued on page 
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Pedro 
jays,'“Gracias” 

& Pedro was found in the streets of a Mexican village, sick and near starvation. 

Since then, concerned Christians have brought him food, clothes, warm shelter, 
medical attention. . . love. 

Pedro is one of an army of needy children now being cared for by people who 
care, through World Vision's Childcare Plan. But there are literally millions more 
across the world who urgently need food, shelter, medical help and genuine love. . . 
someone to care about them individually. 

In war-weary Vietnam alone we need sponsors for 7000 such children. Will 
you help? 

$12 a month will bring a child under your wing. And as a sponsor you'll open 
a window to a new world for your loved ones as you exchange letters with your child 
in another country. 

When you've mailed the coupon below, together with your first check, we'll 
send you a photograph of your child and a biographical sketch. You'll be able to write 
to him and pray for him by name. And by caring for one child's needs, you will help 
alleviate part of the world's need. 





WORLD VISION INTERNATIONAL 

Box O—Pasadena, California 91109 

□ YES, I'll sponsor a needy child at $12 per 
month ($13 in Canada). Please send photo 
and story of my child. I understand I may 
discontinue my sponsorship at any time. 

I'd like to sponsor a little girl □ boy □ 

□ I cannot sponsor a child at this time. 
However, here is my contribution of 

$_to the work of World Vision 

Childcare. 


address 


city 


state zip A74-050A 


r. & Mrs. Bill Pitts 

: airfax, Calif.) 
jlTie investment we 
Jive made in 
; kichi's life is 
inall compared to 
he can do in 
rvice to God who 
ve him these 
lents. (Eikichi 
as grand prize 
inner in World 
ision's Inter- 
ational Art Talent 
ontest.) What a 
lallenge to do 
ore in helping 
! iese lives find 
tad's will for 
! fern.” 


...but other ne 
cry for help! 


Mr. & Mrs. Oscar Larson 
(Pittsburgh, Pa.) 

"We thank God that 
he has opened our 
eyes to see the need 
in this world, and 
that we can help to 
relieve the suffering 
of thousands of 
homeless children 
in your big family." 


Some child needs 
your help now. 


Mrs. C. W. Barber 
fDarlington, S.C.) 

"As we have love in 
our hearts for little 
Sun Ai, she is link¬ 
ing us to the world 
for whom Christ 
died." 


Mr. & Mrs. Carl Dahlke 
(Royal Oak, Mich.) 

"Our middle child 
always remembers to 
pray for Bong Ho. He 
feels sorry for him be¬ 
cause 'Bong Ho is deaf 
and not lucky like me'— 
our son is blind." 


lead what these concerned 
couples say about sharing 
their love. 


29 
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Save c4nterica through Prayer 

I pledge myself to pray for the United States. 

I will seek to pray for our country with other 
people whenever possible. 

"Neither know we what to do. But our eyes 
are upon Thee". II Chronicles 20:12. 

Sign your name"and keep this card 


ARE YOU CONCERNED about the 
devasting effects of the drug plague, 
new morality, pornography, crime in 
the streets and everywhere else, bomb¬ 
ing of public buildings, school dis¬ 
orders, the occult explosion, pollution 
and the crippling strikes? 

IF YOU BELIEVE THAT GOD CAN 
HEAL OUR NATION, SEND FOR 
THIS FREE PRAYER CARD TODAY 


□ Please send me my free prayer card. 
I pledge myself to prayer for the 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

□ Enclosed is my tax-deductible gift 
to help enroll praying Americans. 


Address 

City State Zip 


NAM 


SEND COUPON TO: 

SAVE AMERICAN THROUGH PRAYER, BOX 301, Glendora, Ca. 91740 


Wheaton Annuities • SINCE 1898 


provide assured 



LIFETIME INCOME 


WORRY FREE 



Dept. WV570 


WHEATON COLLEGE 
Wheaton, III. 60187 
Please send me a copy of Pleasant Tomorrows, 
the folder explaining Annuity Plan in detail. 

_Age_Sex_ 


State 


-Zip - 


. . . and never missed a single payment! 

Wheaton Annuities—the better way for 
older people to invest funds “For Christ 
and His Kingdom.” Benefits for you . . . 
a guaranteed, generous lifetime income 
—largely tax free, and relieved of the 
worries of market fluctuations. Oppor¬ 
tunities for young people . . . help in a 
program of education which prepares 
for Christian service and leadership. 
There’s a Wheaton Plan for your 
individual needs. 

Write Today for 

FREE FOLDER, “Pleasant Tomorrows 
No obligation , of course. 


I 



ANITA BRYANT’s 
own story: 

Mine Eyes Have Seen 
The Glory 

TV singing star Anita Bryant tells the tre¬ 
mendously moving story of her struggle on 
the way to success . . . the events which 
led from school-girl TV shows to the Miss 
America Pageant . . . her efforts to com¬ 
bine career and marriage... the premature 
birth of her “miracle” twins... and through 
it all, her complete dependence on God’s 
leading and His love. $3.95 

AT YOUR BOOKSTORE 

FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY. Old Tappan, N.J. 


SATELLITE 

EARTH STATIONS continued 


gave out a $5.6 million contract 
construction of a communicati. 
ground station. The satellite earth : 
tion will link Nigeria with world-w 
telephone, radio and television. It is ( 
to be completed by 1971. The ide 
ogies of this world will come pour 
into this most populous nation of Afi 
by the middle of the seventies. 

KENYA: About one year ahead 
the Mt. Margaret earth station situa 
in the Great Rift Valley of Kenya. A 
cost of over $3 million it is to 
operational by the middle of this y{ 
In its final stages the King Post- 
main part of the rotati 
aerial-weighing 22 tons was lifted ii 
position. The final stage, the top aer 
about 30 tons should be in place 
this month. 

Messages will be beamed from 
‘dish’ on a sky journey to the satel] 
and back to earth in less than a quar 
of a second. The journey will be 44,C 
miles. It will receive and transmit ti 
geostationary satellite positior 
22,000 miles in space above the Ind 
Ocean. 

The day of Africa’s isolation v 
shortly be past and she will come uni 
the influence of all the many voices 
this world. The day when Christian 
could work as it were in a vacuu 
unhindered by these many cries I 
attention, is gone. How shall we reai 
With what shall we respond? 

Secretary of State, William Roge 
has recently taken a hurried trip 
Rabat, Addis Ababa, Nairobi, Lusal 
Kinshasa and Lagos. Why, we may as 
For the first time our country is seeki 
to establish a positive relationship wi 
this developing continent. Can it be tl 
President Nixon recognizes that Afri 
is going to play a major role in inti 
national circles because of its thirst 
be communicated to and to commui 
cate? Such a thirst for learning ai 
knowledge and information as it exii 
in present day Africa is rare to find 
our more developed nations. In wh 
way we may ask will Christian missio 
and churches of America react? C 
they afford to plan NOW? Can th< 
afford NOT to plan NOW? & 


\a/odi nwioirkM KAAr* 






















Editorial 

correspondence 


jxpo VO Calling 


ur jet shot in under the cloud-cover that lay over Osaka, 
d there it was, all 800 acres of it-Expo ’70. The first 
Id’s fair ever to be staged in Asia, the ingenious and 
ressible Japanese have spread it wide and reared it high, a 
wonderland of multishaped steel, glass, and aluminum, 
ehind it all—this exposition that Time has described as 
[aka’s $2 Billion Blowout”—is the driving, hard-working, 
iignals-go spirit of the Japanese people. 

was first privileged to preach among them in 1925. In 
yo they were just getting on their feet again after the 
lastation of the 1923 earthquake. That privilege became 
I e again in 1952, when they were still hard at work in the 
tfibly grim aftermath of World War II, rescuing Tokyo from 
ijig a shambles, rearing it into the world’s largest city 
,400,000). Twice down and twice up again-with a bang! 


re Growth is Impressive 

'gross national product,” to use the sometimes curious 
non of the financial experts, Japan went ahead of Great 
ain in 1967, surpassed France in 1968, and last year 
<|[ped West Germany. Economist Peter Drucker calls it “the 
t extraordinary success story in all economic history.” 
apan is crowded and headed for a housing shortage. Along 
onshu island urban belt (Tokyo to Osaka-Kobe) there is a 
mlation density of 2,365 to the square mile. Like all 
istrial countries, it has a growing pollution problem. The 
o smog gives tourists and townsmen alike fewer and 
er glimpses of Mt. Fuji’s breath-taking grace and grandeur. 
:h more surprising is the fact that this capital city is still 
thirds without sewers and the night services of the 
neybucket” men continue in wide demand. Japan’s genera- 
h gap is getting menacingly wide. The youth unrest appears 
|be even more baffling to the elders than it is in Western 
s. Japan’s suicide rate, for the age bracket between 15 and 
is one of the highest in the world. Hope’s fire blazes 
jeely for most of the young people but, for many, when it 
s out, it goes all the way. Japan’s “true believers” (using 
phrase sociologically, not religiously) appear to be too few. 
y are confined chiefly to the Zengakuren (student federa- 
.) and the Soka Gakkai. The latter is a radically anti-West- 
, highly political, quasi-religious group that claims millions 
ollowers. 

In the thick of all this pulsating life, this curious mixture of 
feudal and the far-out, this paradox of optimism and 
pair, this strange medley of charm and crassness, what is 
church doing and how is the gospel faring? Who 
bws-really? It is probably stronger than it appears to be. 
tainly its influence is much greater than its numbers. Yet 
facts must not be allowed to dissolve in wishful thinking. 
3 church is much too divided—group from group and party 
m party within a group. Missing, to a sad degree, are the 
lamics of cell multiplication—the healthy coming into being 
new churches where the gospel is both witnessed to and 
bodied in appropriate forms of evangelistic and social 
treach. 


Where Growth is Imperative 

Yet the horizon is not without those cloud-tokens that 
signal the approach of refreshing showers. The churches of 
Shikoku island are well embarked on the largest united effort 
in disciple-winning and church-advance that they have ever 
known. It is soundly indigenous. It puts responsibility for 
evangelization squarely on the shoulders of the Japanese 
Christians. Reports I heard from some of its leaders indicated 
that it is generating, by God’s good gift of the Holy Spirit in 
presence and power, a dynamism such as no previous effort 
has known. 

Continuing to play their role as centers of fellowship, Bible 
study, and spiritual deepening are the “Japan Keswick” 
conventions held each year in February. The senior of the 
lot—there are three of them-is held in the beautiful Hakone 
mountains in the Tokyo area. To share the platform with my 
beloved friend, the Rev. George Duncan of Glasgow, Scotland, 
was sheer delight. At the “mother” Keswick of all, held each 
July in England’s lovely Lake District, no man has been more 
eagerly heard across so many, many years than has Mr. 
Duncan. It was his second visit to Hakone and the effect was 
to enrich and solidify his already happy relations with 
Japanese Christians. The smallest convention, held in Hokkai¬ 
do, also had the good fortune to have Mr. Duncan’s ministry. 

While a few more than 1400 registered at the Hakone 
convention, 815 turned up for the one-week-later gathering at 
Arima in the Osaka area. We heard two remarkable addresses 
out of the Old Testament by one of Japan’s senior theologians, 
Dr. Zenda Watanabe. Nearly 60 years ago he took studies at 
Southern California’s Pasadena College. When I met him in 
Tokyo, perhaps five years ago, he told me that sitting under 
my father’s ministry became one of the formative influences 
on his early Christian life. He is now well into his 80’s. 
Exceptionally tall for a Japanese, he sits behind the pulpit in 
order to conserve his strength. But his voice is strong and his 
mind is clear. He was listened to with profound respect and 
with much profit. (Had we ever before seen so much in the 
book of Proverbs?) 

A convention differs from a conference. A conference, Dr. 
Graham Scroggie used to say, has a subject ; a convention has 
an object. A deeper-life convention does more than inform or 
indoctrinate. It confronts. Teaching, yes; but the target is total 
response from the Christians present. Not vaguely, but 
decisively! This we experienced both at Hakone and Osaka. 
The spontaneity of the prayers of confession and full 
surrender was a marked feature of both gatherings. 

More than once the hush of the Upper Room was ours to 
experience. And we somehow knew, with overtones of 
meaning rising far above the words, that 

What I give He takes , 

And what He takes He cleanses , 

And what He cleanses He fills, 

And what He fills He uses. 

PSR 
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Editorial viev 


''Si ence” 

and “Breakthrough” 


Shusako Endo and Alan Walker—what have they in 
common? 

Both are living writers and both stand in the Christian 
tradition. Beyond that, they have almost nothing in common. 
One is a Japanese novelist, the other an Australian Methodist 
minister. One calls his latest book Silence , the other Break¬ 
through . One is a protest because God seems hidden and 
voiceless, the other a celebration of God’s contemporary 
presence and action. One is by a Roman Catholic who believes 
that Christianity is now so Westernized that it will never take 
deep root in Japan, the other by a Protestant who is convinced 
that the Spirit of the living God is even now breaking through 
in world revolution to create a new climate in which the gospel 
will win incalculable victories. 

I. 

Endo’s volume on Silence is historical fiction. It is based on 
the earliest penetration of Japan by the Christians. It was 
about the middle of the sixteenth century. By 1614 the 
Christian community numbered 300,000. At that time Japan 
had only 20 million inhabitants. Sadly noteworthy is the fact 
that the percentage of Christians has never again been as large. 

The seventeenth century brought two developments which, 
as viewed in the twentieth century, were to present novelist 
Endo with the problem that forms the theme of his widely 
read Silence. These developments were: (1) the incredible 
loyalty and tenacity of those early Japanese Christians in the 
face of ruthless persecution and (2) the seeming indifference 
of God (his “silence”) either to the agonies of the faithful 
martyrs or the apostasies of those few Christians (notably two) 
who denied their faith. 

A Portuguese missionary, after hanging for hours head 
down in a pit, with scalp all but touching a pile of human 
excrement, signaled his repudiation of Christ. Then a second 
prominent missionary, under similar circumstances, recanted. 

The effect was far-reaching. Although the Christian com¬ 
munity was not wiped out, the pace of its advance was cut 
down and, worse still, for a long time it turned inward upon 
itself. Remnants of that early Christian presence are still found 
in the extreme west of Japan around Nagasaki. 

And now, three centuries later, a troubled, thoughtful son 
of Nippon wrestles with the question: Where was God when 
his suffering people were enduring the unendurable, especially 
when some of them, unable (as they supposed) to “take it” 
any longer, let their faith slip away? 

II. 

Who has the answer? No one has it in full. 

Job in torment longed for light-and the sound of a Voice. 
When at last it spoke, it was not to clear away all mystery but 
to generate in Job a triumphant humility. 

Thomas Carlyle, though burly of mind and rugged in faith, 
had his moments of doubt: “God,” he once exclaimed, when 
contemplating the sum of human woe, “God sits in heaven and 
does nothing!” That wasn’t Carlyle at his noblest; it was 
Carlyle at his nakedest—his anguished mind stripped bare. 


There is a strain of teaching in the Bible about which 1; 
is ever said. The Bible repeatedly shows us the speaking C 
But it sometimes discloses to us the silent, hidden C 
shading his voice to a whisper or muting it altoget 
Countless chapters have been written on the “sayings’’ 
Jesus, but how few on such a text as you find in MattH 
27:14, which tells us that Jesus “gave him no answer!” I 

We need to apply to our own day what Jesus 
Abraham say to the “rich man” in the parable: “They ( 
rich man’s brothers who are still alive on earth) “have Me 
and the prophets; let them hear them. ... If they do not h 
Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convincec 
someone should rise from the dead” (Luke 16:29,31). 

At the level of the spectacular-the silent God. At the lq 
of Scripture and the Spirit—the speaking God. 

III. 

This brings us to Alan Walker’s Breakthrough , which 
subtitled “Rediscovering the Holy Spirit.” It ranges over si* 
chapter-themes as “The Spirit Makes New People,” “The Sp< 
Brings Maturity,” “Special Baptism of the Spirit,” “The Sp 
and World Revolution,” “The Spirit in World Mission.” 

Revealingly personal is the manner in which Dr. Wall 
opens the chapter on Spirit-Baptism: 

There is a special baptism of the Holy Spirit available to 

who follow Jesus Christ. This is a conviction that slow, 

but now irresistibly , has formed in my mind. 

With warm and discriminating candor he discusses Pen! 
costalism and the gift of tongues. His conclusion is th 
tongues-speaking may or may not occur in connection wi 
Spirit-baptism. He speaks with appreciation of the bursty 
vitality and freedom of witness that have been conferred & 
masses of socially marginal, inhibited Christians in Lat 
America. At the same time, on biblical and psychologic 
grounds, he doubts that it is God’s will to put all of b 
children through a process that subordinates their minds 
unintelligible sounds. 

Dr. Walker believes passionately that the Holy Spirit 
calling the churches to fling their strength into the struggle ft 
social justice and progress, as against racism, poverty, disease 
and illiteracy. 

At the same time he is crystal clear on the primacy i 
gospel proclamation in the responsibility the Christian cor 
munity must shoulder. He wants no one to say that Christian 
must mute “the joyful sound” that “Jesus saves” in favor of 
silent Christian presence in which the “secular city” swallov 
up a secularized church. 

In his own church in Sydney and through “Life Line”- 
remarkable telephone counseling service—Dr. Walker and h' 
people are seeing hundreds of lives changed, marriage 
mended, homes rebuilt. 

For them, and for many like them across the world, it 
Breakthrough. God is not silent. He is the speaking God. Bi 
we need the Holy Spirit to hear him; and, hearing, to interpre 
what he is saying; and, understanding, to obey him. PSR 
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